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October 15, 2021 

  

The Honorable Gina Raimondo 

Secretary of Commerce 

1401 Constitution Ave NW 

Washington, DC 20230 

  

RE: City of Tulsa, Support for Tulsa Regional Application to the Build Back Better 

Regional Challenge 

  

Dear Madam Secretary:  

  

I write today to express my commitment – as well as the full support of the City of Tulsa – 

for the accompanying application to the Build Back Better Regional 

Challenge, which outlines our collective vision for establishing an Advanced Mobility 

Cluster in the Tulsa region. While aspirational in nature, this cluster builds upon decades 

of deep industry knowledge and expertise in aerospace and manufacturing – and the public 

investments which have allowed major employer partners like Navistar, Spirit 

AeroSystems, L3Harris, and American Airlines to not only thrive, but grow world-class 

operations here in Tulsa. These operations undoubtedly drive American competitiveness 

here and abroad, and will form a foundation for the next generation of innovation that will 

cement the United States’ role in driving the global economy and our position as the 

greatest nation on earth.  

  

While many cities and regions will claim to have the support of major employer partners 

for this Challenge – and nearly all are likely to have spent the past three months working 

to foster deeper relationships for the sake of this application – Tulsa undoubtedly stands 

head-and-shoulders above others as a result of decades of proven public-private 

partnerships. Since the 1940s, Tulsa has invested in major public assets which are now 

home to the operations of the corporate partners noted above. Over the past three years 

alone, these employers have announced nearly $750 million in planned investments in 

their Tulsa operations – all located in publicly owned facilities, and supported by major 

public co-investments – and the retention and addition of nearly 2,000 jobs.  
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These investments are the direct result of the ongoing cooperative 

relationships maintained between the City, key regional partners like INCOG and the 

Tulsa Regional Chamber, the State of Oklahoma, and our largest employers. In short, we 

come to this Challenge not with a need to identify or develop relationships with the 

industry partners that will define and accelerate our Advanced Mobility Cluster, but with 

deep and genuine partnerships that form a strong foundation for our proposed investments 

in innovation infrastructure.  

  

In addition to building upon our expertise in leveraging public assets to support industry 

growth, such as through the development of a new hangar at Tulsa International 

Airport, we propose investing in critical wastewater infrastructure to support the Robson 

Ranch industrial park at the intersection of the proposed I-42 (current US 412) and the 

Creek Turnpike on the edge of the city limits of Tulsa. This site is a part of a larger 

landholding of nearly 18,000 acres and, most recently, was considered by Tesla for a 

major manufacturing facility. Additionally, over the past 12 months, eight (8) major OEM 

and battery projects with an average employment of 2,660 people and an average of 

$2.25 billion in capital investment have considered the site for potential manufacturing 

operations. The proposed wastewater project will remove a key barrier to the location of 

companies in the Advanced Mobility Cluster in the region, thereby accelerating the 

growth of the cluster long-term. We have estimated the cost of these improvements at $12 

million for the AM hangar and $17.6 million for industrial park sanitary sewer 

improvements. Further, we are prepared to contribute the required 20% 

match, totaling approximately $6 million from local funds. 

  

While we submit this application with confidence in the decades of industry partnerships 

that have driven our economic growth to-date, we also recognize that public leaders must 

engage more deeply to ensure economic opportunity reaches a broader swath of our 

residents than has historically been present. Tulsa is not alone in the economic disparities 

which have plagued our residents. Over five years ago, I ran for Mayor out of concern that 

children living in the predominantly African American areas of Tulsa were expected to 

live nearly 11 fewer years than children living elsewhere in the city. This is driven by 

persistently high rates of poverty, with nearly 1 in 5 Tulsa County children living in 

poverty in 2019 – with rates soaring higher for minority families and children.  
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With this statistic in mind, the City of Tulsa has reoriented its strategic plan and economic 

and community development strategy with the explicit goal of working to reduce and 

eliminate economic disparities. In April 2021, we established the Tulsa Authority for 

Economic Authority (TAEO), establishing an independent Public Trust to lead the City’s 

community and economic development efforts. TAEO’s mission is focused on increasing 

shared prosperity and equality of opportunity, and its Board of Trustees has been 

deliberately built to represent the diversity of Tulsa’s residents. Should Tulsa be selected 

for this grant, the TAEO Board of Trustees would serve as a key body for monitoring 

whether economic strategies are translating into equitable outcomes for residents.  

  

As a 5th generation Tulsan, my family has witnessed the impact of this city and region’s 

investments in the public infrastructure that can support and drive innovation. It is an 

honor to serve as Mayor of this great City, and to offer my support for this ambitious 

vision of establishing an Advanced Mobility Cluster here in Tulsa. Should you have any 

questions for me, please do not hesitate to contact me directly at gt@cityoftulsa.org.  

  

Best regards, 

 
G.T. Bynum 

Mayor 

City of Tulsa 

mailto:gt@cityoftulsa.org
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October 15, 2021 
 
The Honorable  
Gina Raimondo 
Secretary of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20230 
 
RE: Tulsa Ports, Support for Tulsa Regional Application to the Build Back Better Regional Challenge 
 
Dear Madam Secretary,  
 
It is my honor to submit this letter in support of the Tulsa Region’s application to your organization’s 
EDA Build Back Better challenge. I believe the opportunity you have set forth for this program is an ideal 
scenario for our coalition to bring all the Tulsa Region’s best assets and aspirations to bear in making 
critical changes that will drastically alter the trajectory of our growth and resiliency.  
 
To explain our support of this effort, I believe it is important to reflect on the development of our 
organization over the past 50 years. As a non‐appropriated state agency, and authority of the City of 
Tulsa and Rogers County, the City of Tulsa‐Rogers County Port Authority (“Tulsa Ports”) was created to 
operate the “Tulsa Port of Catoosa” as a publicly owned catalyst for private investment, job creation, 
and commodities transportation. The 70+ companies that have invested in our original 2,500‐acre 
industrial park are indicative of the industry trends that have been the foundation of Tulsa’s growth over 
the past five decades including oil & gas related fabrication, automotive suppliers, steel processing, 
semi‐conductor suppliers, and agricultural transportation.  
 
In 2019, Public Service Company of Oklahoma (American Electric Power) transferred 2,200 acres of land 
with rail and barge access to the Port Authority for industrial development. This historic investment by 
PSO in creating a new publicly owned inland port and industrial park marked the beginning of the next 
50 years for the newly branded “Tulsa Ports.” With the industrial property having been master planned 
for development and hosting its first industrial tenant, Tulsa Port of Inola is now primed to be a location 
for manufacturing facilities to support the Tulsa Region’s next chapter of industrial success… the 
Advanced Mobility (AM) Cluster.  
 
Through the master planning process with Burns & McDonnell, the strengths of Tulsa Port of Inola’s 
infrastructure became a clear advantage in our focus on the industries that support advanced mobility. 
In addition, the companies that have expressed a deep interested in developing in Inola over the past 24 
months include electric vehicle OEM assembly, EV component manufacturing, battery production, 
composite materials manufacturing, advanced metals manufacturing, and others which solidify the 
selection of our targeted industries that represent the AM cluster. This process also identified the 
primary development weakness of the Tulsa Port of Inola as a lack of industrial and sanitary wastewater 
systems that can support both the development of the industrial park, as well as the commercial growth 
of the City of Inola. Which is why our “Tulsa Port of Inola Wastewater Project” has been submitted for 
inclusion into this BBB proposal at an estimated cost of $20,000,000.  
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Our organization prides itself on spending significant time and resources on planning infrastructure 
projects that look at needs far into the future for development. With that, we have already begun the 
steps to determine discharge limits, permitting requirements, preliminary site location, and 
collaboration plans with the City of Inola for this wastewater project. Within the next 6 months, Tulsa 
Ports will spend up to $500,000 to advance the engineering and permitting of this project to enhance 
project readiness for potential inclusion in Phase II of the EDA‐BBB program. In addition, the Port 
Authority is committed to providing $4 million in matching funds for this project subject to final 
approval by our Board of Directors.  

Tulsa Ports’ inclusion in this powerful coalition is a testament to the group’s commitment to supporting 
not only the innovation, research, education, equity, sustainability, and development of this industry 
cluster, but to the broad change and benefit that the manufacturing and industrial transportation base 
of the advanced mobility sector could bring to our region. We look forward to implementing the plans 
this partnership has presented through this challenge, and to the equitable investment and job creation 
it will provide for the Tulsa Region. 
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October 15, 2021 
 
To the Economic Development Administration: 
 
I write this letter of support and commitment on behalf of the George Kaiser Family Foundation (GKFF) 
for the Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility (TRAM) cluster proposal under the EDA’s Build Back Better 
Regional Challenge. We fully support the vision put forth by this coalition and look forward to 
magnifying the cluster’s long-term impact on our economy. 
 
GKFF is Oklahoma’s largest charitable entity, with assets of over $4 billion. Our mission is focused on 
breaking the cycle of intergenerational poverty in the Tulsa region through investments in early 
childhood education, community health, civic enhancement, and economic development.   
 
The Tulsa region’s economy faces an uncertain future with our historic and heavy dependence on the 
oil and natural gas industry. We view this as a serious threat to the long-term strength of our 
community, and continued volatility in the energy markets has only highlighted the imperative for 
economic diversification within our region.  
 
To address this urgent need, GKFF has committed itself to expanding opportunity and enhancing the 
region’s resiliency by promoting economic diversification, creating good-paying jobs, and building 
inclusive pathways to stable and prosperous careers for our fellow citizens. Notably, we have invested 
more than $100 million in recent years to strengthen the regional economy and in talent development 
and attraction. These investments include an entrepreneurial support and co-working organization, 
talent matching programs, workforce development initiatives, education and applied research 
endeavors. 
 
In 2020, with our lead support, Tulsa Innovation Labs collaborated with McKinsey and Company on a 
study that identified Tulsa’s five highest-potential growth industries, collectively called “Tulsa’s Tech 
Niche.” Advanced aerial mobility was identified as Tulsa’s strongest right-to-win opportunity and this 
proposal solidifies this positioning. 
 
Building on these findings, this coalition has developed a data-driven strategy to bolster the advanced 
mobility industry, cultivated meaningful partnerships with key stakeholders from the Osage Nation to 
Build in Tulsa, an effort focused on supporting Black entrepreneurship in the tech sector, and in doing 
so has built a coordinated community-led vision to diversify our economy and be a global leader in 
the new advanced mobility industry.  
 
GKFF supports this vision and will dedicate considerable assets to ensure its success. We will work to 
maximize the impact of EDA’s award through investments of approximately $30 million across the 
five-year investment period, as outlined below: 
 

• GKFF and our partners will secure cash matching of up to $10 million, as needed, for Phase II 
of the EDA challenge across the Flight Corridor, the LaunchPad Research and Technology 
Center at OSU-Tulsa, as well as the related workforce and training programs necessary for 
success in those areas. In keeping with the charitable mission of our foundation, GKFF is 



 

especially interested in workforce and talent development components that bolster diversity, 
equity, and inclusion across all areas of the initiative; 

 
• GKFF will devote $5 million in support through its assets at the Peoria-Mohawk industrial park 

site in North Tulsa and to foster partnerships that link this initiative with a comprehensive 
economic and job development initiative in that area of high poverty rates.    
 

• GKFF will support the development of a robust Phase II proposal, providing up to an additional 
$1 million in technical assistance funding and in-kind support for coalition members.   This 
assistance will also be used by partners to ensure effective and accountable management of 
the EDA funds awarded in each phase of the project. 

 
• GKFF will allocate five GKFF-endowed chairs at Tulsa universities to advanced mobility 

disciplines to strengthen teaching, applied research and commercialization of cutting edge 
research nurtured by this cluster effort. These endowed positions have a value of up to $10 
million, including the existing state match of GKFF’s endowed chair gifts. 

 
• GKFF will support workforce training goals in this cluster by providing dedicating skills training 

from Tulsa Community WorkAdvance (TCW), an evidence-based workforce training program 
that takes unemployed and under-employed Tulsans from all backgrounds and provides them 
skill-based, long-term technical training for a sustainable career. GKFF support of TCW and 
similar efforts has a value of $2 million.  

 
• GKFF will support and align applied research priorities at the intersection of mobility and 

cyber security at the University of Tulsa. This could include funding each year for two new 
doctoral students specializing in the intersection of cybersecurity and advanced mobility.  This 
investment has a value of approximately $2 million. 

 
We believe this TRAM proposal represents an important step forward in securing the long-term 
competitiveness for our regional economy. GKFF is committed to this proposal and, if selected for 
funding, will ensure its sustainability beyond EDA’s five-year period of performance. Together with 
regional partners, GKFF has helped to prepare a framework for an inclusive innovation economy for 
the Tulsa region in emerging sectors like advanced mobility. Now, with EDA’s support, we can 
accelerate our efforts and catalyze an advanced mobility cluster that grows jobs, expands 
opportunities and supports our global competitiveness. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Ken Levit 
Executive Director,  
George Kaiser Family Foundation  
 

 



October 15, 2021 

To the Economic Development Administration: 

On behalf of Oklahoma State University, we are writing to express our enthusiastic support for 
the Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility Cluster (TRAM) proposed under the Build Back Better 
Regional Challenge. The proposed cluster is well aligned with our institutional priorities, 
including a dedication to excellence in aerospace research, a commitment to creating 
economic benefit through education and commercialization of research, and a desire to 
expand our footprint in downtown Tulsa.

Oklahoma State University is a public land-grant research university located in Stillwater, 
Oklahoma approximately 65 miles outside of downtown Tulsa. We are the clear leader in 
aerospace within our state – we have been training pilots for more than 80 years and have had 
a partnership with NASA for more than 50 years. Our depth and breadth of knowledge, faculty 
and research investments cannot be matched. We recognize that advanced mobility 
technologies across unmanned and autonomous systems, electric propulsion and batteries, 
sensors, materials, data collection, and cybersecurity are poised to disrupt the aerospace field, 
creating exciting opportunities for collaboration with industry and opening new avenues of 
research. 

As the state’s leader in aviation and aerospace, OSU is committed to expand its reach and 
serving the state with the creation of a new institute that will bring the state’s aerospace 
innovation economy together under one umbrella. The Oklahoma Aerospace Institute for 
Research and Education (OAIRE) will support partnerships among university, commercial, 
military, and governmental agencies and serve as a resource for developing the state’s 
aerospace ecosystem. That includes generating high-tech jobs and cutting-edge research that 
attracts commercial enterprise and military sustainment support. The comprehensive scope of 
OAIRE also includes K-12 outreach programs focused on STEM connections, building the 
aerospace workforce pipeline, and promoting community involvement.  

OSU’s mission is to drive cross-industry collaborations and innovation and we offer a complete 
turnkey solution for Oklahoma’s aerospace industry needs. From K-12 enrichment and 
workforce development, through faculty and graduate research to groundbreaking innovations 
in industry partnerships, we are leading the state to advance this important economic engine. 

We are pleased to support the AM proposal put forth by this regional coalition and look forward 
to continued work with AAM technology. The Launchpad Technology Development Center and 
Flight Corridor programs offer the chance to be the leader of this emerging AM industry and 
help ensure that our region takes advantage of this new growth opportunity. I look forward to 
continuing and deepening our collaboration with these stakeholders, and I welcome any 
questions from reviewers that may help this proposal’s success.  

Sincerely, 

Kayse M. Shrum, D.O. 
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Economic Development Administration  
U.S. Department of Commerce  
1400 Constitution Avenue, NW  
Washington, DC 20230  
  
To the Economic Development Administration,  
 
On behalf of Tulsa Innovation Labs (TIL), we are excited to share our full and enthusiastic commitment to the Tulsa 
Regional Advanced Mobility Cluster (TRAM) proposal. We are proud to have developed this proposal in collaboration with 
our partners at the Tulsa Regional Chamber, INCOG, Tulsa Authority for Economic Opportunity, Oklahoma State 
University, and the Osage Nation.  
 
Backed by an initial commitment of $50 million from George Kaiser Family Foundation, TIL is committed to enhancing our 
region’s economic resiliency by creating an environment that can generate and grow innovative companies and create 
quality jobs in our community.  
 
The TRAM Cluster will further this mission by providing the greater Tulsa region with a unique Flight Corridor that enables 
cutting-edge research and attracts leading companies for drone testing and operations, applied research and 
commercialization hub at the LaunchPad Center, workforce development programs to create pathways to these 
opportunities and support this cluster, and industrial park developments to ensure that the full economic benefits of 
these investments are felt across our region. 
 
TIL was established in January 2020 to lead a strategy for Tulsa’s economic diversification efforts with a goal to catalyze 
an inclusive innovation economy. Historically, Tulsa’s economy has been anchored by legacy industries such as oil and 
gas. With the rise of artificial intelligence, machine learning, and big data, Tulsa’s industry-base stands to be disrupted 
and workers displaced through rising trends in automation. Tulsa Innovation Labs collaborated with McKinsey & 
Company to identify the top opportunities for the region to diversify its economy. This study highlighted Advanced 
Mobility (AM) as one such industry, based on strong forecasted growth, contestability, local research and testing assets 
such as OSU USRI and Skyway36, and the huge potential for UAS technologies to revolutionize Tulsa’s foundational 
industries.  
 
Following this report, TIL built an entire team dedicated to creating AM-related initiatives as well as an advisory council 
consisting of leading academics, investors, innovators, and executives in the AM industry, including Dr. Jamey Jacob of 
OSU USRI. TIL staff have spent more than a year building a regional AM strategy in coordination with this council and key 
local stakeholders, and we are proud to see the enthusiastic support and deep partnerships these efforts have yielded. 
For Tulsa to excel in this industry, it is critical that we develop forward-looking infrastructure, a talent pool, and an 
industry-aligned research agenda that are capable of inspiring innovation and attracting international attention. The Tulsa 
Regional Advanced Mobility Cluster will be and important catalyst to this end, and we are excited to offer our full 
commitment to this proposal.  
 
Specifically, Tulsa Innovation Labs will continue to lead strategic development and implementation for three projects: 
 
1) The Flight Corridor, by providing strategic guidance and leveraging our network of industry experts throughout the 

Phase I development of a governance model for the corridor;  
2) The LaunchPad Research and Technology Center, by driving the Phase 1 IP Planning process and leading the 

development of the entrepreneurial support and commercialization programming in coordination with Lightship 
Foundation, iHub, VCs, and other partners;  

3) AM-Oriented Certification and Training Programs by formalizing and implementing programs in collaboration with 
TCC, OSU-Tulsa, inTulsa, and the Oklahoma Manufacturing Alliance. 
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We commit to providing all staff resources necessary to ensure a robust and detailed proposal for these projects ahead of 
Phase II and to lend our network and our strategic expertise to partners to ensure the success of the entire coalition.  
 
As an economic development organization, TIL’s top priority is maximizing the economic benefits of this investment. 
Beyond the projected outcomes of this proposal, TIL will continue to add value to Tulsa’s AM industry by building out new 
programs and fostering a dynamic innovation ecosystem. We plan to serve as national and international evangelists for 
Tulsa, ensuring that this cluster is viewed as a leader in the dynamic and growing AM industry. TIL has recently had an Op-
Ed in Newsweek and been featured by ABC News, we have upcoming publications with the Aspen Institute and Heartland 
Forward, and we will be presenting at the 2022 South by SouthWest Festival in Austin, TX. 
 
TIL is thrilled to endorse the Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility Cluster as a truly visionary, data-driven strategy that can 
simultaneously strengthen our existing economy, create new companies, and train the next generation of innovators in 
Oklahoma. The LaunchPad and Flight Corridor programs will cement our region’s position as a leading hub of innovation 
and commercialization in this growing industry, ensuring that the groundbreaking research at OSU USRI and TU can be 
efficiently commercialized and lead to economic benefits for our region. The mobilization of our region’s pre-eminent 
academic, philanthropic, and private sector stakeholders behind this proposal and the strong support from local and 
tribal governments is evidence of the transformative potential of this program. By investing in this promising industry, we 
will be creating the conditions for Tulsa’s AM ecosystem to thrive and thereby fortifying the health and resilience 
of our regional economy. 
  
I welcome the opportunity to address your questions, and I appreciate your consideration. 
  
Sincerely,   
 

  
Nicholas Lalla  
Co-Founder and Managing Director  
Tulsa Innovation Labs  
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Friday, October 15, 2021 

 

The Honorable  

Gina Raimondo 

Secretary of Commerce 

1401 Constitution Ave NW 

Washington, DC 20230 

 

RE: Tulsa Authority for Economic Opportunity, Support for Tulsa Regional Application to the Build Back Better 

Regional Challenge 

 

Dear Madam Secretary:  

 

I am honored to submit this letter of support for the Tulsa Region’s application to the Build Back Better Challenge, 

which sets out our intention of building upon Tulsa’s longstanding expertise in the aerospace and manufacturing 

industry to grow an Advanced Mobility Cluster in Northeast Oklahoma. In addition to building upon legacy 

expertise and proven industry leadership, this Cluster is supported by a unique ecosystem which is unmatched 

elsewhere in the Nation in its focus on truly advancing economic mobility and driving equitable outcomes through 

our economic and community development efforts.  

 

While many cities, states, and regions have adopted a symbolic focus on equity and are beginning to advance 

individual measures which will drive outcomes, Tulsa has taken the unprecedented step to fully reorient its 

community and economic development efforts around a mission of increasing shared prosperity and racial equity. 

This was done following a year-long, community-driven strategic planning process in which public leaders 

collectively evaluated the best institutional structure through which to drive change. Earlier this year, we took the 

groundbreaking step to merge five (5) formerly separate public entities and establish the Tulsa Authority for 

Economic Opportunity (TAEO) – forever changing the landscape of how we do our work in Tulsa.  

 

This focus is not accidental, but rather a direct response to the persistent economic distress we see in our city 

and throughout the Tulsa region. According to the US Census Bureau, between 2010 and 2019, the overall rate of 

poverty in Tulsa County grew from 11.0 to 14.3, with childhood poverty growing from 16.3 to 19.6. These high 

rates of poverty are not surprising when reviewing average wages per job – which, while generally rising year 

over, have failed to keep pace with the overall growth of wages nationally, according to the Bureau of Labor 

Statistics. In 2012, Tulsa County’s average wage of $46,598 placed us at 94.5% of the U.S. average wage, 

whereas our 2020 average wage of $54,296 places us at only 84.8%.   

 

With these challenging realities in mind, TAEO is unique in that its commitment to driving equitable outcomes has 

been solidified not only through its Mission, Vision, and Values, but through the Trust Indenture which legally 
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establishes its authority to operate in the City and State. Additionally, TAEO has tackled the longstanding issue of 

non-diverse Boards by ensuring appointments to the Board are made to reflect the changing diversity of the city: 

at present, our Board of Trustees is made up of 38 percent women, with 8 percent of the full board identifying as 

Latinx, 23 percent as African American, and 15 percent as Native American. The Board of Trustees will serve as 

one of the primary bodies within the region monitoring the work implemented through the BBB Challenge, 

assessing whether our efforts truly are driving equitable outcomes, and adjusting strategy to increase impact.  

 

Another fundamentally unique aspect of TAEO’s work lies around its focus on managing and leveraging public 

assets in service of the city’s broader economic and community development outcomes. As a result of the merger 

of our five (5) predecessor public organizations, TAEO has the privilege of managing a portfolio of nearly 200 

residential, commercial, and industrial assets; an inaugural FY22 operating budget of $8.4 million; and nearly half 

a billion dollars in special funds and public incentive programs. This allows us to maintain a unique position of 

leveraging our assets to drive outcomes, whether via the growth of the aerospace industry through the leasing of 

an 80,000 SF hangar, or via the preservation of quality, affordable housing through the disposition and targeted 

redevelopment of vacant residential parcels. Additionally, this asset base assures the long-term sustainability of 

this grant and our work. We propose to build upon this expertise through management of the proposed aircraft 

hangar project included in this application, and intend to partner with the City of Tulsa to provide the required local 

matching funds for the project.  

 

While TAEO is unique in its approach to institutionalizing a focus on equity and the implementation of major 

structural changes to reduce inefficiency, we are not unique in our recognition that truly impactful work requires 

partnerships. In this sense, Tulsa is further positioned to lead change and set national best practices in that the 

leading partner organizations in the region for economic and community development stand beside us and are 

working to advance equitable outcomes in their own unique and meaningful ways. Longstanding partnerships with 

the City of Tulsa, Tulsa Regional Chamber, Indian Nations Council of Governments, Tulsa Innovation Labs, Tulsa 

Economic Development Corporation, 36 Degrees North, Housing Solutions, Tulsa Housing Authority, and many 

others mean we are a part of a broader ecosystem focused on change and outcomes.  

 

I will close by highlighting a current project which we believe exemplifies TAEO’s commitment to driving 

innovative and equitable growth, while advancing the next generation of industries in Tulsa. We are currently in 

the process of facilitating a partnership with the Tulsa Economic Development Corporation and the Black-owned 

development firm Pine Place Development to rehabilitate and redevelop the site on which the Historic Moton 

hospital sits – a hospital which originally served victims of the Tulsa Race Massacre and which was the birth 

home of many of the City’s Black leaders. Leveraging $4,000,000 in public funding from the City of Tulsa, the 

Greenwood Entrepreneurship Incubator at Moton will build out a hub for Black entrepreneurship and business 

growth, providing physical space to support business growth, cohort-based programs to support the business 

development lifecycle, and access to capital to facilitate growth. This will be paired with a mixed-use development 

comprised of new housing and retail space on the remainder of the site. By leveraging an asset that we own and 
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aligning multiple complimentary economic development initiatives around this single site, we hope to transform a 

neighborhood while providing the tools that spur equitable long-term growth.  

 

In short, the NOFO outlines a visionary, comprehensive, and collaborative approach to transformational economic 

and community development. Many cities, regions, and states have likely spent the past months since the 

announcement of the program assessing how they might establish efforts that align with the approach proposed 

through the Build Back Better Challenge – but in Tulsa, we have the unique ability to build upon and accelerate 

existing efforts. The Board and Staff team at TAEO look forward to the opportunity to leverage our industry 

expertise, our focus on economic and community development, our assets and resources, and our unique 

commitment to equity to lead our work with this grant over the course of the next 6 years – and beyond.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kian Kamas 

Executive Director 
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Friday, October 15, 2021 
 
The Honorable  
Gina Raimondo 
Secretary of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20230 
 
RE:  Tulsa International Airport’s Support for Tulsa Regional Application to the  

Build Back Better Regional Challenge 
 
Dear Madam Secretary:  
 
I am honored to submit this letter of support for the Tulsa Region’s application to the 
Build Back Better Challenge, which sets out our intention of building upon Tulsa’s 
long standing expertise in the aerospace and manufacturing industry to grow an 
Advanced Mobility Cluster in Northeast Oklahoma. In addition to building upon 
legacy expertise and proven industry leadership, this Cluster is supported by unique 
assets supporting growth of this emerging market cluster.  
 
Aerospace is one of the state’s largest industry clusters with 400 companies that 
directly or indirectly employ more than 143,000 people with a payroll of $4.7 billion 
and an industrial output of $11.7 billion.  Tulsa is ranked 8th nationally for the size of 
its aerospace engines manufacturing cluster and 20th for its defense-related cluster. 
Tulsa’s central location in the midwest is easily accessible by a multi-modal 
transportation network.   
 
With a total of 4,911 acres and 13,000 on-airport employees, it’s clear that Tulsa 
International Airport is the region’s core of aerospace activity, and an ideal location 
for the growth of advanced mobility operations. The combined Tulsa International 
Airport and City of Tulsa industrial park supports multiple businesses currently 
engaged in the transition to advanced mobility including: 

● Navistar International which employs over 1,000 and produces 30% of the 

nation’s school buses began producing electric vehicle buses in 2021;  

● L3 Harris, a leading defense contractor and maker of air traffic control 

technologies for unmanned aerial vehicles that enable safe and routine 

beyond visual line of sight (BVLOS) operations in a complex environments; and  

● Skydweller Aero which was recently awarded a Small Business Technology 

Transfer award by the U.S. Air Force to research high-efficiency, cost-effective 

solar panels for unmanned aerial vehicles in partnership with the University 

of Tulsa. 

Within the context of the Build Back Better Notice of Funding Opportunity, Tulsa 
International Airport and the City of Tulsa would continue their partnership with 
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construction of a new hangar to support growth of advanced aerial mobility. The 
airport has had over a dozen requests for aircraft hangar and manufacturing space in 
the past year, but without additional vertical infrastructure, we have been unable to 
accommodate the growth of new entrants into this emerging market. Construction of 
hangar space would further support the growth of the Oklahoma State University-
Osage Nation unmanned aerial vehicle flight-testing corridor by providing direct to 
market production capacity. 

 
In short, the NOFO outlines a visionary, comprehensive, and collaborative approach 
to transformational economic development. Many cities, regions, and states have 
likely spent the past months since the announcement of the program assessing how 
they might establish efforts that align with the approach proposed through the Build 
Back Better Challenge – but in Tulsa, we have the unique ability to build on existing 
markets and accelerate existing efforts. The team at Tulsa International Airport 
looks forward to the opportunity to leverage our industry expertise, our focus on 
resilient economic development, our assets and resources, and our unique 
commitment to advanced mobility to lead our work with this grant over the course of 
the next six years.   

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Alexis Higgins 
Chief Executive Officer 
 



36 E CAMERON ST
TULSA, OK 74103

(918) 884-3550

October 15, 2021

Re: Support for Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility Application to the Build Back Better Regional Challenge

To the Economic Development Administration:

As the Tulsa region’s primary entrepreneurial support organization, 36 Degrees North is thrilled to support the Tulsa
Regional Advanced Mobility (TRAM) cluster proposal under the American Rescue Plan Act Build Back Better Regional
Challenge. 36 Degrees North has 70,000 sq.ft. of collaborative workspace in downtown Tulsa and gives entrepreneurs
access to a state- certified incubation program, critical resources to growing a business, and a vibrant community of
like-minded entrepreneurs. We are confident this proposal would enhance regional assets such as our leading
aerospace industry and strong manufacturing talent pipelines and enable our region to cement itself as a hub of
advanced mobility.

36 Degrees North is part of a robust and growing entrepreneurial ecosystem in Tulsa, backed by support from local
government, philanthropy, and industry partners. Recently, we received the $374,608 Venture Challenge grant funds via
the EDA’s Build to Scale program and look forward to further scaling our entrepreneurship business support, especially
as it relates to innovative industries like advanced mobility. Tulsa’s innovation and entrepreneurial ecosystem is
growing rapidly, with many assets in place to make growing a successful business in the region achievable for many in
our community. By bringing stronger research assets and commercialization programs into the Helmerich Research
Center through the LaunchPad program, this proposed cluster will build upon the existing startup community and
solidify downtown Tulsa as the pre-eminent for tech-driven entrepreneurship.

We look forward to collaborating with this coalition to support the region’s continued push to support homegrown
innovation. We’ve seen firsthand how these coalition members work to increase economic prosperity across the region.
36 Degrees North’s success has been due in part to the strong culture of collaboration around our local economic
development community.  36 Degrees North has generated more than $375 million in economic impact on the Tulsa
region since 2017.

We welcome the opportunity to be a regional partner of the strategy to grow the AM industry within the Tulsa region
with the funding of this grant. We are proud to be actively contributing to Tulsa’s entrepreneurial renaissance, and we
look forward to the proposed projects strengthening and furthering this work. We respectfully request EDA’s strong
consideration of the submitted application. Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

T. Devon Laney
President & CEO







Oklahoma State University 
School of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 

Unmanned Systems Research Institute 
 

201 General Academic Building 
Stillwater, OK 74078-5016  

Phone: (405) 744-5900 
Phone: (405) 744-7873 

www.mae.okstate.edu  
October 14, 2021 

 
To the Economic Development Administration: 
 
On behalf of Oklahoma State University Unmanned Systems Research Institute (OSU USRI), I 
am excited to write a letter in support of the NE OK regional coalition’s Tulsa Regional Advanced 
Mobility cluster (TRAM) proposal under the American Rescue Plan Act Build Back Better 
Regional Challenge. This proposal will enable OSU to solidify its leadership in Advanced Aerial 
Mobility (AAM) research and expand the economic impact of this work through cross-sectoral 
collaboration with industry leaders.  
 
With over $20M in external funding, USRI has been demonstrated itself as a world leader in 
autonomous systems and AAM technology. We are committed to developing the next generation 
of students and leading the world as we make the transition to cleaner, safer, and more equitable 
transportation for the globe and ensuring that the US remains at the forefront of technology. We 
strongly believe that this partnership is essential in keep the US in this leadership role. USRI seeks 
to incubate ideas and research technologies within autonomous systems and provide related 
expertise for Oklahoma State University (OSU), the state of Oklahoma, and the global unmanned 
community. As one of the inaugural Tier 1 initiatives, USRI strives to fulfill OSU’s land grant 
mission through: Fostering K-12 and beyond STEM outreach, nurturing engagement in 
underrepresented communities, and promoting teaching, research and service for the public good. 
 
AAM research is a core strength of our institution. OSU has one of the top-ranked and fastest-
growing Aerospace Engineering degree programs in Oklahoma. Over the past five years, 
enrollment in our Aerospace Engineering program has increased by 58%, with nearly 200 new 
students. OSU was also the first institution in the nation to offer advanced degrees focused on UAS 
research. Through our flagship degree programs, we’ve made significant contributions in the field. 
For example, OSU USRI was the first program in the nation to receive FAA approval to fly 
unmanned fixed-wing swarms and beyond visual line of sight flights. 
 
The coming years are likely to produce the most significant advancements in non-military aviation 
in decades as new mobility needs, urbanization, interconnectedness, and emissions standards 
incentivize businesses to invest in innovation. Our industry partners have been critical in the 
realization of our research ambitions. We have received over $20 million in funding from NASA, 
DOD, NSF, FAA, and industry partners such as Skydweller Aero, Kratos, and Boeing, among 
others. Our region is home to several industries that stand to adopt AAM technologies, including 
agriculture, energy, meteorology, e-commerce, and healthcare. The proposed LaunchPad Research 
and Technology Center will catalyze the expansion and initiation of these industry relationships 
by concentrating research capabilities, commercialization and entrepreneurial support programs, 
and the burgeoning tech ecosystem in downtown Tulsa. We are in the process of developing 
Centers of Excellence to support this activities in the region. In addition, we are excited to explore 
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collaborative research projects with our peers at the University of Tulsa, whose expertise in 
autonomous systems, battery technology, and cybersecurity will be essential to the development 
of new AAM technologies.  
 
In addition to developing new technologies, the proposed cluster is uniquely positioned to create 
widespread economic impact by attracting world-class industry partners and driving the 
commercialization of new AAM applications that will help establish the future of aerial mobility. 
The Flight Corridor project is key to achieving this potential, as it will capitalize on the non-
replicable geographic and regulatory assets in our region create the nation’s pre-eminent 
destination for AAM testing and commercialization. As the only BVLOS testing corridor so close 
to a major city, the proposed Flight Corridor would ensure that northeastern Oklahoma remains an 
ideal innovation cluster for decades to come.  
 
The vision for this flight corridor is the result of our history of successful partnership with the 
Osage Nation and Tulsa Innovation Labs. We have worked closely with Osage Nation to craft a 
unified vision that will allow us to leverage OSU’s existing FAA-approved 14-mile Flight Corridor 
and the Osage Nation’s Skwyay36 droneport. Together, we have defined our intention to position 
our region as a national destination for AAM research and commercialization. We commit to 
working with our partners at the Osage Nation and to establish an effective governance model for 
the Flight Corridor during Phase 1, and based on our strong partnership history we are confident 
that we will be ready to implement this vision during Phase 2. We are actively taking steps to enter 
into an MOU to formalize this partnership. 
 
In closing, I would like to reiterate my enthusiasm and strong support for this proposal. The 
proposed cluster is the culmination of several years of partnership between OSU, Tulsa Innovation 
Labs, the Osage Nation, and industry partners. As the demand for Advanced Mobility research and 
testing facilities increases, the Launchpad Technology Development Center and the Flight 
Corridor will ensure that our region is positioned to be a leader in this field. I look forward to 
deepening our collaboration with these stakeholders, and I welcome any questions from reviewers 
that may help this proposal’s success.  
 
Yours, 

 
Jamey D. Jacob, Ph.D., PE 
John Hendrix Chair and Professor of Aerospace Engineering 
Director, Unmanned Systems Research Institute 



 
 

  

   

 

 
© Development Capital Networks, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 
13905 Quail Pointe Drive, Ste. A, Oklahoma City, OK 73134 

October 15, 2021 
 
RE: Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility Proposal - (EDA) Build Back Better Regional Challenge  
 
Dear Economic Development Administration: 
 
The Unmanned Aerial Systems Cluster Initiative (UASCI), is thrilled to see the proposed Build Back Better 
Application put forth by our colleagues at INCOG, Tulsa Authority for Economic Opportunity, Tulsa 
Innovation Labs, and The Tulsa Regional Chamber. Specifically, we are interested in the LaunchPad 
Technology Development Center and the Flight Corridor projects and see them as critical components to 
the future success of the Tulsa region and the State of Oklahoma’s growing UAS industry. 
 
By investing in the Tulsa region’s academic research assets at the LaunchPad Technology Development 
Center and emphasizing industry partnerships and commercialization, the proposed Center will allow 
organizations like ours to more easily support the development of talent and technological innovations 
that are critical to the future of our industry. The Flight Corridor project can support growing companies 
in this burgeoning industry, and collaborate with other regional droneports that are emerging across the 
state. We look forward to combining our efforts in ecosystem development and conducting industry 
Demo Days at corridor facilities, showcasing drone service entrepreneurs.  
 
The UASCI, founded in 2015, is funded by private partners and through a contract with the U.S. Small 
Business Administration. Our mission is to accelerate the growth of the UAS industry by enabling 
established companies and emerging entrepreneurs in Oklahoma to work together and gain access to 
national technology, global capital, advanced business models and global markets. 
 
We are eager to partner with the coalition to ensure alignment across research, development, and 
ultimately the commercialization of new technologies and look forward to seeing further expansion of the 
Tulsa region’s supply chain and manufacturing capabilities through a robust Industrial Park project.  
 
We look forward to contributing as the details of these programs are finalized in Phase I. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Sallie Traxler 

UASCI Program Manager  

 

https://www.uascluster.com/
https://www.sba.gov/about-sba/sba-initiatives/clusters-initiative
https://www.sba.gov/about-sba/sba-initiatives/clusters-initiative






Vigilant Aerospace Systems, Inc. 
13905 Quail Pointe Dr., Suite A 
Oklahoma City, OK 73134-1026 

 

www.VigilantAerospace.com ● Toll-Free: 1.844.Safe.Sky (1.844.723.3759) ● info@VigilantAerospace.com 

October 15, 2021 
 
RE: Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility Proposal - (EDA) Build Back Better Regional Challenge  
 
Dear Economic Development Administration: 
 
Vigilant Aerospace Systems, Inc. is excited to see the proposed Build Back Better Application put forth 
by our partners at INCOG, Tulsa Authority for Economic Opportunity, Tulsa Innovation Labs, and The 
Tulsa Regional Chamber.  
 
Specifically, we are interested in the Flight Corridor Project and see it as a critical component to the 
future success of the Tulsa region and as contributing to the overall development of autonomous 
systems and advanced mobility innovations in the United States while helping to maintain the nation’s 
competitiveness in this critical sector.  
 
Vigilant Aerospace is a technology company founded and headquartered in Oklahoma that provides 
airspace management and safety software for remotely piloted aircraft. The company’s technology is 
based on two licensed NASA patents and helps unmanned aircraft to maintain safe distances from 
other traffic, which is required to fly beyond the sight of the remote pilot. The system fuses data from 
aircraft transponders, radar and the drone autopilot to create a single picture of the airspace and to 
prevent conflicts between aircraft. The system is specifically designed to help enable unmanned aircraft 
flight corridors and has been used at multiple unmanned aircraft flight centers throughout the U.S. and 
in NASA and FAA research programs. 
 
The company has previously partnered with Oklahoma State University’s Unmanned Systems 
Research Institute in the development and testing of new technologies. I also serve on the steering 
committee of the UAS Cluster Initiative of Oklahoma and Kansas and provide national leadership as a 
member of the FAA’s Beyond Visual Line-of-Sight Aviation Rulemaking Committee.  
 
Investing in this Flight Corridor Project will help early-stage companies like ours to hire and train more 
local technology talent, partner with university research centers, commercialize new technologies and 
grow the industry in our region.  
 
We are happy to partner with this coalition to provide expertise, industry connections and airspace 
safety and management products and services for the growth of this sector and expansion of unmanned 
aircraft use and development in the Tulsa region. We look forward to further involvement and 
consultation as the details of these programs are finalized in Phase I. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Kraettli L. Epperson 
CEO, Vigilant Aerospace Systems, Inc. 

mailto:info@VigilantAerospace.com


 

435 NW 23rd Street, Suite 204.  Oklahoma City, OK 73103 
 

 
October 15, 2021 
 
 
To the Economic Development Administration: 

  

On behalf of Veroplane, we are thrilled to offer our support to the Tulsa Regional Advanced Mo-
bility (TRAM) proposal under the American Rescue Plan Act Build Back Better Regional Challenge. We 

understand that this region is uniquely suited to excel in Advanced Mobility (AM) due to the ideal geogra-

phy with flight testing facilities positioned at the urban and rural divide, such as the Skyway36 droneport. 

As we look to invest and make use of new technologies to scale our products, we are excited about 
the Launchpad Technology Development Center and Flight Corridor programs that offer further advances 

in technologies, alignment across industry, and leverage the commercialization potential in the Tulsa re-

gion. We are excited to utilize the proposed Launchpad Technology Development Center and Flight Corri-
dor for research collaborations and testing new business applications. 

   

Veroplane is an Oklahoma aerospace technology company that intends to establish its engineering 

and manufacturing in the Tulsa area.  Veroplane is bringing highly-innovative and disruptive aircraft tech-
nology to the market. Our fixed-wing aircrafts will be capable of manned and unmanned vertical take-off 

and landing. Being able to research, test, and develop these technologies is crucial to the success of our 

company. Thus, with this in mind, we recently partnered with OSU’s USRI to work together on our un-
manned aircraft research. With continued investments in drone capabilities like the Launchpad Technology 

Development Center and Flight Corridor programs, companies like ours will be able to further enhance the 

unmanned aircraft potential. 
  

We are pleased to support the AM proposal put forth by this regional coalition and look forward to 

continued work with Advanced Aerial Mobility technology. The Launchpad Technology Development 

Center and Flight Corridor programs offer the chance to be the leader of this emerging industry and help 
ensure that the Tulsa region grows with these advanced times. I look forward to continuing and deepening 

our collaboration with these stakeholders, and I welcome any questions from reviewers that may help this 

proposal’s success.  

Sincerely, 

 
 

Chuck Boyer 

Chairman and CEO 



 
 
Robert Moskal 
General Manager 
L3Harris Aeromet 
6501 E. Apache 
Tulsa, OK 74115 
 
October 15, 2021 
 
RE: Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility Proposal - (EDA) Build Back Better Regional Challenge  
 
Dear Economic Development Administration: 
 
L3Harris Aeromet is thrilled to see the proposed Build Back Better Application put forth by our colleagues 
at INCOG, Tulsa Authority for Economic Opportunity, Tulsa Innovation Labs, and The Tulsa Regional 
Chamber. Specifically, we are interested in the LaunchPad Technology Development Center as well as the 
Industrial Park and see them as critical components to the future success of our region.  Technology growth 
within the region will assist all technology companies as well as L3Harris Aeromet.  
 
By investing in the Tulsa region’s academic research assets at the LaunchPad Technology Development 
Center and emphasizing industry partnerships and commercialization, the proposed Center will allow 
companies like ours to more easily develop talent and technological innovations that are critical to the future 
of our industry. Additionally, the Industrial Park project will continue to support growing companies and 
future partners in this burgeoning industry.  
 
L3Harris Aeromet a division of L3Harris Technologies is located in Tulsa, OK. Our company was recently 
awarded a major defense contract providing support for the Missile Defense Agency Airborne Sensors 
(ABS) program which will continue operations and sustainment of the High Altitude Observatory (HALO) 
aircraft and sensor equipment, mission planning and flight test execution, and improvement and 
modernization efforts. We believe this contract and our multiple other technology customers are a testament 
to the strength of our industry expertise, talent, and overall capability of our company as a leader in the 
future of aerospace.  
 
We are eager to partner with the Center to ensure alignment across research, development, and ultimately 
the commercialization of new technologies and look forward to seeing further expansion of the Tulsa 
region’s supply chain and manufacturing capabilities through a robust Industrial Park project.  
 
These proposed projects would be a critical investment in the Tulsa innovation economy and directly 
relevant to our operations and sustained growth in the Tulsa region. Furthermore, we look forward to 
continuing to contribute as the details of this program are finalized in Phase I. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Robert Moskal 
General Manager L3Harris Aeromet 
 



 

www.packMaxQ.com                       5607 E 6th Avenue, Stillwater, OK 74074 

 

October 14, 2021 

 

 

To the Economic Development Administration: 

  

On behalf of MaxQ we are thrilled to offer our support to the Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility 

(TRAM) proposal under the American Rescue Plan Act Build Back Better Regional Challenge. 

We understand that this region is uniquely suited to excel in Advanced Mobility (AM) due to 

the ideal geography with flight testing infrastructure positioned at the urban and rural divide, such 

as the Skyway36 droneport. As we look to invest and make use of new technologies to grow our 

operations, we are excited about the Launchpad Technology Development Center and Flight 

Corridor programs that offer further advances in Advanced Aerial Mobility (AAM) technologies, 

alignment across industry, and leverage the commercialization potential in our region. We are 

excited to utilize the proposed Launchpad Technology Development Center and Flight Corridor 

for research collaborations and testing new business applications. 

  

Based in Stillwater, Oklahoma, MaxQ designs and manufactures operationally validated 

cool chain packaging for the life science industry. Our mission is to help our clients protect the 

safety of patients. Every second counts whether you’re transporting vaccines or packed red 

blood cells. With this in mind, we recently partnered with OSU’s USRI to use unmanned delivery 

systems to advance our work in terms of efficiency and safety. With continued investments in 

drone capabilities like the Launchpad Technology Development Center and Flight 

Corridor programs, companies like ours will be able to marry industry technology and unmanned 

delivery systems to better meet our customers’ needs. 

  

We are pleased to support the AM proposal put forth by this regional coalition and look 

forward to continued work with AAM technology. The Launchpad Technology Development 

Center and Flight Corridor programs offer the chance to be the leader of this emerging AM 

industry and help ensure that our region takes advantage of this new growth opportunity. I look 

forward to continuing and deepening our collaboration with these stakeholders, and I welcome 

any questions from reviewers that may help this proposal’s success.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Saravan Kumar, Ph.D.  

CEO, MaxQ Research LLC 

saravank@flymaxq.com  

mailto:saravank@flymaxq.com








 

 

October 15, 2021 
 
 
Dear Economic Development Administration, 
 
On behalf of Tulsa Community College (TCC) I am writing to express support for the Tulsa Regional 
Advanced Mobility (TRAM) cluster. This large-scale investment in an emerging industry will strengthen 
and diversify our region’s economy and create good-paying jobs for Oklahomans, and we are excited to 
engage with the design and implementation of the cluster’s workforce initiative. 
 
As Oklahoma’s largest two-year college TCC plays a crucial role in preparing and connecting our regional 
workforce with good-paying jobs. TCC educates approximately 23,000 students each year, with an 
average student age of 25 years old, 45% racial/ethnic minority, and 22% first-generation college 
student. With knowledgeable faculty teaching in state-of-the art facilities on four campuses, programs 
for students at every stage of life, robust online learning opportunities, and a commitment to affordable 
excellence, TCC is building success through education, leading to an educated, employed, and thriving 
community. At present, TCC offers a variety of programs that prepare students for careers across the 
advanced mobility industry, including Certificate Programs in Aircraft Dispatch, Electronics Technician, 
and Aerospace Drafting and Associate Degrees in Air Traffic Control, Professional Pilot, Electronics 
Technologist, Electrical Engineering, Electrical Engineering Technology, and Mechanical Engineering. As 
our local economy shifts, we understand the importance of keeping up with the evolving needs of 
employers. We are keen to work with the Labor Market Observatory and other coalition partners to 
ensure that the scale and content of our programs remain aligned with emerging trends. 
 
In addition, we are excited to explore opportunities to develop and expand upon new programs in Phase 
II of this grant. In 2021 TCC partnered with OSU-Tulsa to establish College Park, an innovative cohort 
model through which students earn both an associate degree and a bachelor’s degree in four years. This 
provides students with access to the services and resources of both institutions, combining the support 
and scholarship programs of TCC with the benefits of studying and networking at a four-year research 
university. At present, College Park students can pursue business degrees with plans to expand into 
cybersecurity and data analytics. TCC, OSU-Tulsa, and several of our community partners are keen to 
expand this partnership, and we are excited to explore the potential to build similar pathways in 
Electrical Engineering and Mechanical Engineering if awarded a Phase I planning grant. 
 
In closing, I would like to reiterate my strong support for this proposal. TCC has strong partnerships with 
core coalition members including Tulsa Innovation Labs, George Kaiser Family Foundation, Tulsa 
Authority for Economic Opportunity, Tulsa Regional Chamber, INCOG and OSU-Tulsa. We look forward 
to deepening these partnerships and expanding our impact through this cluster. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Leigh B. Goodson, Ph.D. 
President & CEO 
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October 12, 2021 

From: Dave Rowland, President/ CEO 

Date: October 15, 2021 

RE: Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility Cluster  

 

To the Economic Development Administration: 

On behalf of the Oklahoma Manufacturing Alliance, we enthusiastically commit our resources to the 

proposed Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility (TRAM) cluster. As you may know, OMA is a network of 

trusted experts working with manufacturers to help them grow and evolve. When manufacturers are 

strong, communities prosper, and the state’s economy thrives. We are the only statewide organization 

dedicated to the manufacturing industry and we recognize the exciting potential of the advanced 

mobility industry to build on our existing strengths and lead to the creation of new and more resilient 

manufacturing jobs. 

In relation to the development of the TRAM cluster, our organization is uniquely positioned to provide 

its expertise and ensure the appropriate information and tools are available to improve productivity, 

assure consistent quality, accelerate the transfer of manufacturing technologies, create resilient supply 

chains and workforce pipelines, as well as infuse innovation into production processes and products. 

With an emphasis on transformation through the adoption of new technologies, the organization works 

every day to foster emerging concepts. Through our array of internal capabilities and external networks, 

OMA has the ability to quickly develop feasible plans and efficiently drive implementation.  

Our organization is a proud part of the Oklahoma Innovation Model, joining with organizations like 

OCAST, i2E and the OU Innovation Hub. Nationally, OMA is an affiliate of the Manufacturing Extension 

Partnership, a program of the Department of Commerce with similar centers in all states. This 

consortium allows us to proactively engage federal resources and best practices on a local level. The 

track record of delivering results speaks for itself. For every dollar invested, OMA generates $75 in new 

sales growth and $19 in new factory improvements. Cost savings realized through its work is enormous: 
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about $70 million over the past five years. During that same period, efforts have created more than 

4,000 new high-wage jobs.  

In support of the proposed Advanced Mobility cluster, OMA pledges to work with coalition members, 

the Labor Market Observatory team, and our wide network of local and national partners to design an 

apprenticeship program in AM manufacturing. Over the past year, our director of workforce 

development has created and launched an innovative apprenticeship program that is already helping 

build a pipeline for future technology-driven workers. The Oklahoma Manufacturing Alliance will 

continue to increase equity and diversity in apprenticeship opportunities, focusing on women, 

minorities, and low-income individuals. 

In closing, I would like to reiterate OMA’s strong support for this proposed cluster. By investing in 

innovation, workforce development, and industrial infrastructure, these projects will build our existing 

aerospace assets and create an exciting new avenue for our state’s manufacturing industry. The 

Oklahoma Manufacturing Alliance looks forward to supporting this coalition to ensure that these 

investments create widespread economic impact across the region. 

Your vision is our mission. 

Sincerely, 

  
Dave Rowland, 
President and CEO 



 
 
 

The University of Oklahoma 
 

The University of Oklahoma - Tulsa, 4502 E. 41st St., Tulsa, OK 74135    (918) 660-3474     FAX: (918) 660-3361 

October 15, 2021 
 
 
To The Economic Development Administration: 
 
On behalf of the University of Oklahoma – Tulsa (OU-Tulsa), I am writing to express support 
for the Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility (TRAM) cluster proposal under the Build Back Better 
Regional Challenge. We recognize the importance of strategic investment to diversify our 
economy, and we look forward to working with this coalition to strengthen local educational 
pathways into the advanced mobility industry and create exceptional career opportunities for our 
students.   
 
Since we began offering classes in Tulsa in 1957, OU-Tulsa has always placed a heavy emphasis 
on community engagement within our degree programs. The mission of the statewide OU system 
is to provide the best possible educational experience for our students through excellence in 
teaching, research and creative activity, and service to the state and society. At OU-Tulsa, we 
approach this mission by ensuring that our research and instructional programming is thoroughly 
embedded in the community.  We have a diverse student body that is reflective of the community 
we serve.  We are working to increase strategic alignment between our programs and industry to 
ensure that students are prepared to succeed in the future economy.  
 
We understand the importance of tracking the evolving needs of employers and industries, and 
we look forward to working with the proposed Labor Market Observatory to ensure that we are 
equipping students with the skills and knowledge they need to pursue careers in advanced 
mobility. Additionally, OU-Tulsa would be interested supporting this innovative effort through 
the allocation of endowed chairs in fields directly complementary to the AM cluster, such as 
software engineering, analytics, etc. This will provide further teaching and research support to 
foster the long-term growth of the advanced mobility cluster.  
 
In closing, I would like to reiterate my strong support for this proposal. OU-Tulsa has had the 
pleasure of working with the coalition members on past projects and we look forward to building 
upon these partnerships to ensure the success and maximize the impact of this proposal.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
James J. Sluss, Jr., Ph.D. 
Interim President of OU-Tulsa 
Regents’ Professor of Electrical & Computer Engineering 
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October‌ ‌15,‌ ‌2021‌ ‌ 
‌ 
‌ 

Re:‌‌ ‌Tulsa‌ ‌Regional‌ ‌STEM‌ ‌Alliance,‌ ‌Support‌ ‌for‌ ‌Tulsa‌ ‌Regional‌ ‌Advanced‌ ‌Mobility‌ ‌Application‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌‌ 
Build‌ ‌Back‌ ‌Better‌ ‌Regional‌ ‌Challenge‌ ‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

To‌ ‌the‌ ‌Economic‌ ‌Development‌ ‌Administration:‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Tulsa‌ ‌Regional‌ ‌STEM‌ ‌Alliance‌ ‌(TRSA)‌ ‌is‌ ‌thrilled‌ ‌to‌ ‌offer‌ ‌our‌ ‌support‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌Tulsa‌ ‌Regional‌‌ 
Advanced‌ ‌Mobility‌ ‌(TRAM)‌ ‌cluster‌ ‌proposal‌ ‌under‌ ‌the‌ ‌American‌ ‌Rescue‌ ‌Plan‌ ‌Act‌ ‌Build‌ ‌Back‌ ‌Better‌‌ 
Regional‌ ‌Challenge.‌ ‌Specifically,‌ ‌we‌ ‌are‌ ‌interested‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌AM-Oriented‌ ‌Certification‌ ‌&‌ ‌Training‌‌ 
Programs‌ ‌and‌ ‌building‌ ‌this‌ ‌critical‌ ‌education‌ ‌component‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌future‌ ‌success‌ ‌of‌ ‌our‌ ‌mission‌ ‌and‌‌ 
region.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
TRSA‌ ‌is‌ ‌a‌ ‌non-profit‌ ‌organization‌ ‌based‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌Tulsa‌ ‌region‌ ‌that‌ ‌offers‌ ‌broad,‌ ‌deep‌ ‌and‌‌ 

innovative‌ ‌pathways‌ ‌for‌ ‌all‌ ‌students‌ ‌to‌ ‌access‌ ‌high-impact‌ ‌careers.‌ ‌We‌ ‌focus‌ ‌on‌ ‌coordinating,‌‌ 
strengthening,‌ ‌and‌ ‌directly‌ ‌providing‌ ‌opportunities,‌ ‌possibilities,‌ ‌and‌ ‌resources‌ ‌for‌ ‌educators‌ ‌and‌‌ 
students‌ ‌in‌ ‌science,‌ ‌mathematics,‌ ‌engineering,‌ ‌and‌ ‌technology‌ ‌(STEM).‌ ‌Knowing‌ ‌that‌ ‌STEM‌ ‌drives‌‌ 
advancement‌ ‌in‌ ‌Oklahoma’s‌ ‌key‌ ‌industries,‌ ‌like‌ ‌aerospace,‌ ‌we‌ ‌are‌ ‌eager‌ ‌to‌ ‌see‌ ‌this‌ ‌advanced‌‌ 
mobility‌ ‌focus‌ ‌in‌ ‌our‌ ‌region’s‌ ‌application‌ ‌come‌ ‌to‌ ‌fruition‌ ‌and‌ ‌know‌ ‌it‌ ‌aligns‌ ‌closely‌ ‌with‌ ‌our‌ ‌vision‌ ‌of‌‌ 
creating‌ ‌an‌ ‌abundance‌ ‌of‌ ‌diverse‌ ‌STEM‌ ‌talent‌ ‌fueling‌ ‌a‌ ‌more‌ ‌globally‌ ‌competitive‌ ‌northeastern‌‌ 
Oklahoma.‌ ‌With‌ ‌the‌ ‌AM-Oriented‌ ‌Certification‌ ‌&‌ ‌Training‌ ‌Programs‌ ‌in‌ ‌place,‌ ‌students‌ ‌from‌ ‌our‌‌ 
organization‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌able‌ ‌to‌ ‌bolster‌ ‌their‌ ‌educational‌ ‌background‌ ‌for‌ ‌a‌ ‌place‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌advanced‌‌ 
mobility‌ ‌job‌ ‌market.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
We‌ ‌welcome‌ ‌the‌ ‌opportunity‌ ‌to‌ ‌collaborate‌ ‌with‌ ‌this‌ ‌coalition‌ ‌to‌ ‌ensure‌ ‌the‌ ‌transition‌ ‌from‌ ‌a‌‌ 

strong‌ ‌K-12‌ ‌STEM‌ ‌background‌ ‌to‌ ‌an‌ ‌AM-Oriented‌ ‌career‌ ‌path‌ ‌is‌ ‌both‌ ‌seamless‌ ‌and‌ ‌effective.‌ ‌The‌‌ 
proposed‌ ‌programs‌ ‌would‌ ‌be‌ ‌a‌ ‌critical‌ ‌investment‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌Tulsa‌ ‌workforce‌ ‌and‌ ‌build‌ ‌upon‌ ‌exciting‌‌ 
momentum‌ ‌in‌ ‌our‌ ‌community‌ ‌around‌ ‌improving‌ ‌the‌ ‌quality‌ ‌and‌ ‌alignment‌ ‌of‌ ‌educational‌ ‌programs‌ ‌in‌‌ 
our‌ ‌region.‌ ‌We’ve‌ ‌seen‌ ‌firsthand‌ ‌how‌ ‌these‌ ‌coalition‌ ‌members‌ ‌work‌ ‌to‌ ‌increase‌ ‌economic‌ ‌prosperity‌‌ 
across‌ ‌the‌ ‌region‌ ‌and‌ ‌look‌ ‌forward‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌proposed‌ ‌projects‌ ‌strengthening‌ ‌and‌ ‌furthering‌ ‌this‌ ‌work.‌‌ 
We‌ ‌respectfully‌ ‌request‌ ‌EDA’s‌ ‌strong‌ ‌consideration‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌submitted‌ ‌application.‌ ‌Thank‌ ‌you‌ ‌for‌ ‌your‌‌ 
time‌ ‌and‌ ‌attention‌ ‌to‌ ‌this‌ ‌matter.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Sincerely,‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Levi‌ ‌J‌ ‌Patrick‌ ‌|‌ ‌Executive‌ ‌Director,‌ ‌Tulsa‌ ‌Regional‌ ‌STEM‌ ‌Alliance‌

‌ 

‌ 
‌ 



 

October 15, 2021 

RE Tulsa Regional Chamber (EDA) Build Back Better Regional Challenge 
Proposal — Advanced Mobility 

Dear Economic Development Administration  

Tulsa Tech supports the Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility (TRAM) cluster proposal for 
funding through the Build Back Better Regional Challenge. Specifically, we are excited about 
the proposed AM-oriented certification and training project. 

As an education leader in the region, Tulsa Tech is proud to provide a piece of the solution 
in getting our community educated. With the addition of the upskilling, certification and training 
programs, our workforce will be able to adeptly shift its abilities to fill a much-needed talent 
and workforce gap across our industry and region. 

This program will lead to continued individual growth opportunities and a stronger overall 
economy within the northeast Oklahoma region, especially as we position ourselves for long-
term vitality. In order to create new opportunities for our community members, we need to 
ensure the education pipeline is not only effective but accessible to all.  

We’ve seen firsthand how the members of this coalition work collaboratively to increase 
economic prosperity across the region, and we welcome the opportunity for this coalition to 
grow the industry with the support of this grant. We support this application because we live in 
this community, educate in this community and innovate in this community. We look forward 
to hearing of this proposal’s success. 

 



October 15, 2021

RE: Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility Proposal - (EDA) Build Back Better Regional Challenge

Dear Economic Development Administration:

Holberton Tulsa supports the Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility (TRAM) cluster proposal for funding
through the Build Back Better Regional Challenge. Specifically, we are excited about the proposed
AM-oriented certification and training project.

As an education leader in the region, Holberton Tulsa is proud to provide a piece of the solution in
getting our community educated. With the addition of the upskilling, certification and training programs,
our workforce will be able to adeptly shift its abilities to fill a much-needed talent and workforce gap
across our industry and region.

This program will lead to continued individual growth opportunities and a stronger overall economy
within the northeast Oklahoma region, especially as we position ourselves for long-term vitality. In order
to create new opportunities for our community members, we need to ensure the education pipeline is
not only effective but accessible to all.

We’ve seen firsthand how the members of this coalition work collaboratively to increase economic
prosperity across the region, and we welcome the opportunity for this coalition to grow the industry
with the support of this grant. We support this application because we live in this community, educate
in this community and innovate in this community. We look forward to hearing of this proposal’s
success.

Sincerely,

All my best,
Elizabeth “Libby” Ediger
Executive Director, Holberton Tulsa



October 15, 2021

Dear Economic Development Administration:

Tulsa Public Schools supports the Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility (TRAM) cluster
proposal for funding through the Build Back Better Regional Challenge. Specifically, we
are excited about the proposed AM-oriented certification and training project.

As an education leader in the region, Tulsa Public Schools is proud to provide a piece of
the solution in getting our community educated. With the addition of the upskilling,
certification and training programs, our workforce will be able to adeptly shift its abilities
to fill a much-needed talent and workforce gap across our industry and region.

This program will lead to continued individual growth opportunities and a stronger overall
economy within the northeast Oklahoma region, especially as we position ourselves for
long-term vitality. In order to create new opportunities for our community members, we
need to ensure the education pipeline is not only effective but accessible to all.

We’ve seen firsthand how the members of this coalition work collaboratively to increase
economic prosperity across the region, and we welcome the opportunity for this coalition
to grow the industry with the support of this grant. We support this application because
we live in this community, educate in this community and innovate in this community. We
look forward to hearing of this proposal’s success.

Best,

Deborah A. Gist
Superintendent



 

 
October 15, 2021 
 
 
 
To the Economic Development Administration: 
 
On behalf of Radius Capital, we enthusiastically offer our support to the Tulsa Regional Advanced 
Mobility (TRAM) Cluster under the American Rescue Plan Act Build Back Better Regional Challenge. 
This proposal represents an ambitious and actionable investment in a growing industry that builds 
on our region’s existing aerospace assets, manufacturing talent, and research community.  
 
Radius Capital is an investment fund that invests in the enabling technologies driving advanced air 
mobility. We have overseen the deployment of tens of millions of dollars into this field and manage 
equity positions in over a dozen companies relevant to advanced air mobility.  Innovations in 
software, digital systems, electric propulsion, composite materials, autonomy, and ubiquitous 
connectivity stand to create the most significant disruption in mobility in several decades.  
 
Today, technology is rapidly weaving software and data into physical world systems.  Electric 
propulsion, advanced materials processes, sensing, reasoning and control systems, as well as 
ubiquitous connectivity are enabling transformative new models to emerge across the economy.  
Nowhere is this more pronounced and impactful than in transportation mobility. 
 
We are seed and Series A investors in the deep technologies weaving software and data into 
physical world systems that open new markets, leveraging our national thought leadership in the 
advanced air mobility domain.  Through advanced air mobility, these technologies will create 
impact in how transportation affects the economy and society. 
 
Our mission is to capture the value created by the commercialization of advanced mobility through 
investments in the most scalable software and technology businesses driving the sector and to 
support entrepreneurs over the long-term as applications of the technology commercialize and 
scale. 
 
To execute on this mission, we are highly visible within the innovation community, touching over 
600 startups developing technologies relevant to advanced air mobility.  We also are deeply 
engaged with the public sector, serving as advisors on NASA’s Aeronautics Research and 
Technology Roundtable and co-authoring a national strategy for industrial leadership in advanced 
air mobility, Advanced Aerial Mobility – A National Blueprint, through our service on the Committee 
on Air Mobility Research and Technology through the Aeronautics and Space Engineering Board of 
the National Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine.  We routinely publish thought 
leadership, technology, and market analyses in support of the broader community. 
 
As part of the broader strategy of Radius Capital, we are committed to supporting efforts in the 
growth and development of high-tech industries in Oklahoma and Tulsa in particular. We 
understand that Tulsa is uniquely suited to excel in AM due to the unique combination of top-level 
research, robust aviation workforce and supply chain, strong aerospace professional networks and 
supportive political leadership, ideal geography, flight testing facilities positioned at the urban and 



 

rural divide and existing drone infrastructure such as the Skyway36 droneport – all of which 
combine to create a region highly attractive to entrepreneurs. 
 
I can attest to the strong commitment of these coalition members to innovative methods of 
economic development, and I am pleased to support the TRAM cluster. By combining industry input 
with world-class multi-institutional research, robust commercialization programs, and best in class 
testing infrastructure, these investments will propel northeast Oklahoma towards becoming a 
national hub of advanced mobility. Radius looks forward to contributing our expertise to the 
development of this cluster, potentially investing in and supporting startups from the LaunchPad 
Center and LaunchPad Fellows, and providing opportunities for our portfolio companies and others 
in our network to utilize the Flight Corridor. These projects will advance our shared goals 
of promoting innovation, supporting innovative talent, expanding our local startup ecosystem, and 
creating high-tech jobs in the Tulsa region.  
 
In closing, I would like to reiterate my enthusiasm and strong support for this proposal. 
The Launchpad Research and Technology Center and LaunchPad Fellows programs build on 
exciting momentum in our local ecosystem and the Flight Corridor project is critical to the future 
success of the industry. I look forward to continuing and deepening our collaboration with these 
stakeholders, and I welcome any questions from reviewers that may help this proposal’s success.  
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Peter Shannon 
Founder, Managing Director 
Radius Capital Ventures 
 



October 8, 2021

Re: Atento Capital, Support for Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility Application to the Build Back Better
Regional Challenge

To the Economic Development Administration:

On behalf of Atento Capital, we are thrilled to offer our support to the Tulsa Regional Advanced
Mobility (TRAM) cluster proposal under the American Rescue Plan Act Build Back Better Regional
Challenge. This proposal would enhance regional assets such as our leading aerospace industry and
strong manufacturing talent pipelines and enable our region to cement itself as a hub of advanced
mobility innovation.

Atento Capital is a Tulsa-based investment firm focused on reliable returns and quality job
creation. A large part of what we do is look for exceptional entrepreneurs that address large market
opportunities. We invest early and strive to be helpful through pre- and post-investment phases. Being
based in Tulsa is not a requirement for direct investment consideration, but it is preferred. As part of the
broader strategy of Atento Capital, we are committed to supporting efforts in the growth and
development of high-tech industries in Tulsa. To date, we have made several investments in
the AAM technology space, including Percepto and SeeTree. We understand that Tulsa is uniquely
suited to excel in AM due to the ideal geography with flight testing facilities positioned at the urban and
rural divide and existing drone infrastructure such as the Skyway36 droneport.

We have a strong history of working with Tulsa Innovation Labs, Tulsa Regional Chamber of
Commerce, and Tulsa Authority for Economic Opportunity to ensure the businesses we invest in are
incorporated into the Tulsa community and thrive in our ecosystem. I can attest to the strong
commitment of these coalition members to innovative methods of economic development, and I am
pleased to support the TRAM corridor. Atento looks forward to potentially investing and supporting
startups from the LaunchPad Center and LaunchPad Fellows. This project will advance our shared goals
of attracting and creating innovative talent, expanding our local startup ecosystem, and creating
high-tech jobs in our region. 

In closing, I would like to reiterate my enthusiasm and strong support for this proposal.
The Launchpad Research and Technology Center and LaunchPad Fellows programs build on exciting
momentum in our local ecosystem. I look forward to continuing and deepening our collaboration with
these stakeholders, and I welcome any questions from reviewers that may help this proposal’s success. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Basch
Managing Partner
m@atentocapital.com

I 36 E Cameron St, Tulsa, OK 74103



 
 
 
October 15, 2021 
 
Re: Cortado Ventures, Support for Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility Application to the Build 
Back Better Regional Challenge 
 
To the Economic Development Administration: 
 

On behalf of Cortado Ventures, we are thrilled to offer our support to the Tulsa Regional 
Advanced Mobility (TRAM) cluster proposal under the American Rescue Plan Act Build Back 
Better Regional Challenge. This proposal would enhance regional assets such as our 
leading aerospace industry and strong manufacturing talent pipelines and enable our region to 
cement itself as a hub of advanced mobility innovation. 

 
Cortado Ventures is an Oklahoma-based firm that invests in early-stage capital efficient 

businesses that leverage technology to scale in the Fintech, Biotech, Aerospace, Ag Tech, 
Energy Tech, Manufacturing and Logistics sectors. We look for outstanding teams, building 
truly differentiated products, in large addressable markets, and we are excited to see this proposal 
merge several local assets to drive innovation across many of our markets of interest and 
expertise. 

 
We have a strong history of working with members of this coalition to ensure the 

businesses we invest in are incorporated into the Tulsa community and that they will thrive in 
our ecosystem. I can attest to the strong commitment of these coalition members to innovative 
methods of economic development, and I am pleased to support the TRAM corridor. Cortado 
Ventures looks forward to potentially investing and supporting startups from the LaunchPad 
Technology Development Center and LaunchPad Fellows. We are also excited to share the 
Flight Corridor project with our portfolio of companies as an opportunity for future innovation. 

 
This project will advance our shared goals of attracting and creating innovative talent, 

expanding our local startup ecosystem, and creating high-tech jobs in our region. In addition to 
the opportunity for potential new investment targets, we are also excited about the general 
economic development outcomes for the region that would come with the launch of the Flight 
Corridor and other initiatives outlined in the TRAM cluster proposal. The creation of new jobs, 
technologies, and businesses will contribute to the important work of diversifying our state’s 
economy away from traditional energy sources. 

 
In closing, I would like to reiterate my enthusiasm and strong support for this proposal. 

The Launchpad Research and Technology Center and LaunchPad Fellows programs and Flight 



Corridor build on exciting momentum in our local ecosystem. I look forward to continuing and 
deepening our collaboration with these stakeholders, and I welcome any questions from 
reviewers that may help this proposal’s success.  

 
Sincerely,  

 
Susan Moring 
Venture Associate 
Cortado Ventures 
12 E. California Ave., Suite 200 
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Friday, October 15, 2021 

 
The Honorable  
Gina Raimondo 
Secretary of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20230 

 
RE:  Madison Strategies Group / Tulsa Community WorkAdvance 

Support for Tulsa Regional Application to the Build Back Better Regional Challenge 

 
Dear Madam Secretary:  

 
I am honored to submit this letter of support for the Tulsa Region’s application to the Build Back Better 
Challenge, which sets out our intention of building upon Tulsa’s established workforce and training 
programs in the aerospace and manufacturing industries to grow an Advanced Mobility Cluster in 
Northeast Oklahoma. More importantly, I am committed to continuing to align the work of Madison 
Strategies Group (MSG) to ensure the economic mobility presented in these investments is experienced 
by all Tulsans, particularly historically disadvantaged workers. 

 
Founded in 2011, Madison Strategies Group is a non-profit organization whose mission is to build and 
strengthen the talent and skill of those job seekers we serve. We empower job seekers with the ability to 
effectively meet the needs of our employer partners. By investing and engaging in innovative solutions 
and partnerships, we provide hope for those we serve, our business partners, and the community at large. 
MSG bridges the skills gap by providing no-cost technical and soft skills training for low-income, 
underskilled residents while simultaneously providing businesses with skilled and qualified workers. 

 
Madison Strategies Group’s Tulsa Community WorkAdvance (TCW) program is unique in its evidence-
based outcomes for participants. WorkAdvance is a sector-based career advancement model designed to 
help low-income underserved adults prepare for, enter, and grow in quality jobs in high-demand fields 
with opportunities for career advancement. While 9 out of 10 workforce training programs in the U.S. do 
not produce economic improvements for participants, WorkAdvance has been proven to increase 
earnings, education and advancement for participants. Our approach has been confirmed through the 
use of a randomized control trial (RCT) administered by MDRC, which showed that WorkAdvance 
participants earn up to $4,125 more per year and are more likely to: enroll and complete training, find 
employment in the targeted sector, have higher job satisfaction, and secure a job that offers benefits and 
opportunities for advancement.   

 
Over the last 10 years, we've provided soft skills, technical training, job placement and advancement 
coaching free of charge, to over 1,800 residents, with graduation rates of 80% and placement rates of 70% 



 

907 S. Detroit Ave., Suite 210, Tulsa, OK 74120 | workadvance.org | 918.442.2200 

or higher. WorkAdvance is also highly effective for targeted populations including justice-involved 
individuals and parents of children under 18.  

 
Most recently, MSG has become a key and growing partner to the City of Tulsa, Tulsa Authority for 
Economic Opportunity, and Tulsa County as we collectively seek to expand regional workforce supports 
to women, disenfranchised youth, and COVID19-displaced workers and solve for the gaps that hinder the 
economic success of Tulsa residents. Through our retraining programs, we are providing services 
previously unavailable, including training in information technology, programming, professional services 
such as accounting and office administration, and MEP (Mechanical, Electric, Plumbing). 

 
Beyond simply focusing on employees, we partner with businesses large and small, keeping a pulse on 
emerging and existing skills gaps and crafting training to fill in-demand careers. We partner with local 
employers seeking individuals with these training certifications and connect them with these qualified 
new training graduates. MSG believes that every person can thrive at the intersection of their talent and 
their purpose. Those we serve can fulfill their greatest potential when provided the necessary 
encouragement, support, resources, training and time. It’s a win-win for the Tulsa region. 

 
We understand that economic growth and opportunity does not automatically spread equally across our 
city, and that we must develop targeted, sustainable programs, supports, and investments to increase 
workforce and employment equity. Our work over the past 5 years in particular has proven that we are a 
capable and competent partner, and we have long-standing relationships with public, private, and 
philanthropic partners to continue to scale this work in response to accelerated economic growth. As we 
consider the potential impacts of the growth of an innovation-based industry cluster in Tulsa, MSG is 
committed to being a key partner in carrying out efforts to reduce existing economic disparities for our 
residents through retraining and upskilling. 

 
If you have any questions regarding our current work to spur equitable workforce participation or our 
support for this application, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Karen Pennington 
Executive Director 
 



CHARLES AND LYNN 

SCHUSTERMAN 
FAMILY FOUNDATION 

October 15, 2021 

To the Economic Development Administration: 

Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Philanthropies ("Schusterman") is excited to support the Tulsa Regional 

Advanced Mobility (TRAM) cluster proposal under the American Rescue Plan Act Build Back Better Regional 

Challenge., We are confident this proposal would enhance regional assets such as our leading aerospace industry and 

strong manufacturing talent pipelines and enable our region to cement itself as a hub of advanced mobility. 

Our philanthropic journey began in Tulsa, OK, in 1987. Charles and Lynn decided to establish a family foundation as a 

way to give back to the causes and communities closest to their hearts: the Jewish people, Israel and their beloved 

hometown of Tulsa. They decided from the outset that they would focus on investing in the potential of young 

people-and in particular, ensuring that all students, regardless of race or zip code, have access to a quality education. 

Building on this early interest in education, our work in Tulsa has expanded to focus on exposing youth to learning 

experiences in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics ("STEM") and building a more skilled workforce by 

creating clearer pathways to earning a post-secondary credential. 

Schusterman's support for STEM education has featured foundational investments in the Tulsa Regional STEM 

Alliance-which is reaching 50,000 young people and 1,000 educators with programming and professional 

development each year-and in Tulsa-area school districts to expand STEM content and elective courses for over 

18,000 students in Pre-K - 12th grade. As these students accumulate STEM experiences during their K-12 journey, we 

are confident that they will be ready to continue their education in pursuit of a variety of STEM-focused disciplines. 

Our support for post-secondary pathways has included funding Tulsa Community WorkAdvance to design and launch 

several workforce training programs to enable young adults to complete technical training, earn industry-recognized 

credentials, and gain employment in high-demand sectors. We have also partnered with Tulsa Community College to 

develop over 100 transfer maps and improve its support for students planning to transfer to a regional university to 

complete their bachelor's degrees. 

Across all of these areas, we aspire to strengthen Tulsa's workforce by making it easier for young people to gain in­ 

demand skills at earlier ages and navigate post-secondary pathways that will lead to a high-demand degree or 

credential and gain employment. 

With this in mind, we wholeheartedly support the advancements targeted by this TRAM cluster proposal and we are 

confident in the potential of building this critical education component for the continued success of our mission and 

region through the AM-Oriented Certification & Training Programs. 

The proposed programs would be a critical investment in the Tulsa workforce and build upon exciting momentum in 

our community around improving the quality and alignment of educational programs in our region. Schusterman is 

eager to deepen and continue our collaboration with the Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility coalition. Please feel free 

to reach out with any questions that might help with proposal's success. 

Sincerely, #ii f}v_(lAI- 
Michael DuPont 

Senior Program Officer, Tulsa Grantmaking 

Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Philanthropies 

Atlanta Jerusalem New York San Francisco Tulsa Washington DC 

WWW.SCHUSTERMAN.ORG i nformation@sch usterman .org 0 @schustermanfoun O SchustermanFamilyFoundation 



 

 

October 15, 2021 
 
To the Economic Development Administration, 
 
I am writing on behalf of Black Tech Street to express strong support for the Tulsa Regional 
Advanced Mobility (TRAM) cluster. With these major economic development investments 
comes an opportunity to design and implement programs that are accessible, equitable, and 
transformative for communities of color in Tulsa. Black Tech Street is excited to work with this 
coalition and to define, quantify, and realize this opportunity to ensure that this cluster creates 
opportunity for all Tulsans. 
 
Black Tech Street was founded to build a community of black visionaries and entrepreneurs in 
Tulsa dedicated to cultivating black talent through tech -- a Black Wall Street for the twenty-
first century. Through targeted program design and narrative building, Black Tech Street look to 
spur both economic development and entrepreneurial wealth creation through the tech 
industry. 
 
As the Tulsa community coordinates around a vision for its Advanced Mobility cluster, it’s 
essential to develop and apply metrics like these to these programs. Too often, even programs 
designed to be accessible are not equitable in impact due to a failure to accurately 
communicate opportunities to underserved populations and an unwillingness to learn from and 
refine processes that are not working. To ensure everyone can benefit from the growth of 
Tulsa's tech and business sectors, Black Tech Street is intentionally, actively, and urgently 
responding to systemic barriers and influencing the design of this future economy to be more 
diverse, equitable, and inclusive. Essential to this work is: (1) expanding the pipeline of diverse 
individuals entering skilled professions; (2) strengthening the hiring, retention and promotion of 
racially- and gender-marginalized individuals within the workforce; and (3) developing diversity, 
equity, and inclusion resources to institutionalize best practices and align Tulsa's ecosystem 
toward achieving shared DEI goals. 

 
In particular, Black Tech Street sees the potential of the proposed the LaunchPad Center in 
historic Greenwood and the Workforce and Training programs to create pathways to good-
paying jobs and entrepreneurial opportunities in advanced mobility. We have confidence in this 
coalition’s ability to work alongside organizations like Black Tech Street to create a more 
resilient and equitable Tulsa and we are excited to develop a concrete and actionable plan to 
realize this vision should our coalition be invited to a Phase II application. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tyrance Billingsley II 
Founder and Executive Director  
Black Tech Street 







 

 

 

October 11, 2021 
 
To the Economic Development Administration, 
 
I am writing to express the strong support of Build in Tulsa for the Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility 
(TRAM) cluster proposal for the Build Back Better Regional Challenge. As a key component of Tulsa’s 
burgeoning entrepreneurial ecosystem dedicated to supporting Black entrepreneurs in the creation of 
Black wealth in Tulsa, we fully support the need for substantial investment in programs that support 
inclusive innovation, industry-aligned workforce initiatives, and strong job growth in resilient industries 
aligned to Tulsa’s core strengths such as advanced mobility.   
 
Envisioned around the Centennial of the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre, Build in Tulsa is a local and 
national multi-sector effort to rebuild the historically rooted Black Wall Street around technology, 
entrepreneurship, business, and capital. Centered around the country’s only 3-stage accelerator pipeline, 
Build in Tulsa is building the infrastructure for Black wealth creation in America. With the goal of re-
establishing Tulsa as a Black business and entrepreneurship center in America, Build in Tulsa is 
committed to providing Black entrepreneurs with first-class support, networks, and funding needed for 
breakout success – the outcome being the creation of hundreds of new companies and businesses and 
thousands of new jobs in Tulsa.  
 
Build in Tulsa is already partnering with Lightship Foundation to recruit, accelerate, and fund 
underrepresented founders through Lightship’s Tulsa accelerator and bootcamps. We see strong 
potential for alignment between these programs and the AM-specific programming at the LaunchPad 
Research and Technology Center, including our ability to serve as a supportive landing pad for black 
entrepreneurs coming out of the LaunchPad Center and as a potential capital partner for promising black 
founders interested in developing their idea or business in Tulsa. Build in Tulsa also looks forward to 
contributing our expertise to the Coalition members as they develop detailed program plans in Phase I, 
ensuring all programs are designed for equity. 
 
We have worked with several partners, including Atento Capital, Lightship Foundation, and inTulsa, and 
Tulsa Innovation Labs in the past, and we look forward to finding new ways we can collectively partner 
together on these initiatives.  
 
In closing, we would like to reiterate our support for the proposed investments and we welcome any 
questions that may help this proposal’s success. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Ashli Sims 
Build in Tulsa Development Lead 



TE DC.*.o.vE cAPrrAL

Progressive Lending for Promising Businesses

october 15, 2021

The Honorable Gina Raimondo

Secretary of Commerce

1401 Constitution Ave NW

Washington, DC 20230

RE: Tulsa Economic Development Corporation, Support for Tulsa Regional Application to the Build Back

Better Regional Challenge

Dear Madam Secretary

I am pleased to submit this letter of support for the Tulsa Region's application to the Build Back Better

Challenge. As the current Chair of the Tulsa Regional Chamber and CEO of TE DC Creative Capital, I

recognize the opportunity this challenge presents to build upon our region's excellence in aerospace and

manufacturing to build out an Advanced Mobility Cluster through major innovation and infrastructure

investments. More importantly, however, lam committed to continuing to align the work of TEDC to
ensure the economic growth generated by these investments is experienced by oll Tulsons, particularly

minority-owned and historically disadvantaged small businesses and residents.

Over the last five years, we've provided or located more than S150 million to help nearly 300 small

businesses start, expand, or sustain. These dollars will impact over 3,500 jobs. ln 2005, we began the
TEDC Creative Capital brand to reflect our expanded range of programs and geographic reach. Today, we

make or facilitate loans ranging from SS,OOO to S10 million using public and private funds. Our mission

remains the same as it was at our founding: to create economic vitality in communities by encouraging

small business growth.

Most recently, TEDC has become a key and growing partner to the City of Tulsa, Tulsa Authority for
Economic Opportunity, Tulsa County, and key partners throughout the region as we collectively seek to
expand supports to small and minority businesses and entrepreneurs and solve for the gaps in business

services that hinder the economic success ofTulsa residents. ln 2020 alone, we provided 560 million in

loans to distressed small businesses impacted by COVID-19 through a partnership with the City of Tulsa

and Tulsa County. Earlier this year, we celebrated the grand opening of Oasis Fresh Market, a beautiful
new grocery store in one of Tulsa's most persistent food desserts - a project which was led by TEDC and

facilitated through the financial collaboration of multiple partners. And in May of this year, we
announced a groundbreaking initiative to spur entrepreneurship and revive the spirit of Black Wall
Street through a partnership with the City of Tulsa and Tulsa Authority for Economic Opportunity to
build the Greenwood Entrepreneurship lncubator at Moton through a S4,000,000 grant.

125 west 3rd street rulsa, oK 74103 o: 918-585-8332 info@tedcnet.com www.TEDcnet.com



At TEDC, we understand that economic growth and opportunity does not automatically spread equally

across our city, and that we must develop targeted, sustainable programs, supports, and investments to

increase equity in Tulsa. Our work over the past 2 years in particular has proven that we are a capable

and competent partner, and we have long-standing relationships with public, private, and philanthropic

partners to continue to scale this work in response to accelerated economic growth. As we consider the
potential impacts of the growth of an innovation-based cluster in Tulsa, TEDC is committed to being a

key partner in carrying out efforts that will ensure economic benefits result in the reduction of existing

economic disparities for our residents, and to mitigating the potential negative impacts of growth on

low-income and minority communities and neighborhoods.

lf you have any questions regarding our current work to spur equitable economic growth or our support

for this application, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Si re

n-Jo nes
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Navistar, Inc. 
601 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  
South Building Suite 403 
Washington, DC 20004 

 
P : 202-517-1307 
W : navistar.com 

 

 

Jacqueline W. Gelb 
Vice President  
Government Relations 

 

October 15, 2021 
 
RE: Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility Proposal - (EDA) Build Back Better Regional Challenge 
 
Dear Economic Development Administration: 
 
Navistar, IC Bus, is the market leader of school buses in the country. The company operates and 
manufacturers over 11,000 school buses a year at the Tulsa International Airport in Tulsa, OK.  The city 
and community have supported IC Bus in the company’s growth into clean diesel, propane and now 
electric school buses. 
 
Navistar is investing in a zero-emission future with our electric products in school bus and medium duty 
delivery trucks. Just recently, our first CE series school buses were delivered to British Colombia, 
Canada for operation. As our customers look for a sustainable transportation option, an advanced 
mobility community cluster will support the company’s transition to this technology. Focus on charging 
infrastructure, work development initiatives, technical expertise and knowledge in key competencies will 
complement the investment that the automotive industry in building an electric future.   
 
Because of this, we enthusiastically support the Tulsa region coalition’s grant application for funding 
through the Build Back Better Regional Challenge. The proposed projects will assist in the creation of 
research and testing facilities, construct and improve necessary infrastructure to streamline connections 
between strategic regional assets, and drive even more innovation in our industry. The upskilling, 
certification and training programs as part of the project will also address a much-needed talent and 
workforce gap across our industry and region.  
 
We’ve seen firsthand how economic coalitions in northeast Oklahoma work collaboratively to increase 
economic prosperity across the region, and we welcome the opportunity to be a regional partner of the 
strategy to grow the advanced mobility industry with the support of this grant.  
 
We respectfully request EDA’s strong consideration of the submitted application. Thank you for your time 
and attention to this matter. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Jacqueline Gelb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 















 
 

October 15, 2021 
 
Jorge Ayala  
Regional Director  
U.S. Economic Development Administration  
903 San Jacinto, Suite 206  
Austin, TX 78701  
 
Dear Mr. Ayala: 
 
I am pleased to strongly support the Indian Nations Council of Government’s (INCOG) 
application for a Build Back Better Regional Challenge application for Phase I funding through 
the Economic Development Administration’s Build Back Better Regional Challenge to fund the 
Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility Project. This project would support the development of a 
regional growth cluster to build on Tulsa’s historic success in aviation and advanced 
manufacturing by pursuing growth in the evolving advanced air mobility sector.  
 
The Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility Project initiative will focus on 21 counties in Northeast 
Oklahoma and the seven counties which comprise the Tulsa metropolitan area. A project of this 
nature is especially timely, as Tulsa is the Nation’s newest major metropolitan area with a 
population greater than 1 million. As an active aviator for over forty years, I’ve seen firsthand 
how important the aviation and aerospace sector is for continued economic growth in our State. 
Oklahoma is already home to more than 1,100 aerospace entities, 120,000 good-paying 
aerospace jobs, and the largest Maintenance, Repair and Operations facilities in the world. This 
grant would harness the region’s competitive advantages and utilize strategically located 
industrial parks to cement the region as a hub of advanced air mobility. I am confident the Tulsa 
Regional Advanced Mobility Project would facilitate a more resilient regional economy for the 
future anchored in manufacturing, aerospace, and a robust culture of entrepreneurship in 
Oklahoma.  
 
I commend the City of Tulsa, INCOG, and the regional partners on their efforts to form a strong 
coalition and develop solutions that address development needs and expand the state and nation’s 
critically important manufacturing and aerospace sectors. 
 
I appreciate your consideration of this application. Please contact Victor Sarmiento (202-224-
4721 or Victor_Sarmiento@inhofe.senate.gov) on my staff if you have any questions related to 
this project. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

__________________________ 
James M. Inhofe 

United States Senator 
 
 
 



Muscogee (C2{.'E'E'l() 9{_,ation 
'Ezy.cutive Office 

October 19, 2021 

Economic Development Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20230 

To the Economic Development Administration: 

The Muscogee Nation offers our support to the Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility 
(TRAM) proposal under the American Rescue Plan Act Build Back Better Regional 
Challenge. As this project looks to cement the region as a hub of AM due to the 
high intersectionality of Advanced Aerial Mobility (AAM) and Electric Vehicles 
(EV) value chains, the desire to ensure inclusivity and diversity is apparent as they 
establish this program with an equity lens firmly attached. 

The Muscogee Nation strives to foster, promote, and develop commerce in economic 
development and technological advances. We look forward to supporting the 
TRAM proposal. This project will advance our shared goals of educating 
innovative, diverse talent through high-tech industries and ensuring that our 
community's young entrepreneurs have the resources needed to succeed. 

In closing, I would like to reiterate our support for this proposal. The TRAM 
program offers the chance to be the leader of this emerging AM industry and help 
ensure that our region grows with these advanced times. I look forward to continuing 
and deepening our collaboration with these stakeholders, and welcome any 
questions from reviewers that may help this proposal's success. 

Sincerely, 

� lAJ l�J.Q 
David W. Hill 
Principal Chief 

P. 0. Box 580 Okmulgee, OK 74447-0580 1-800-482-1979



 

Scott R. Mueller 
Secretary of Commerce & Workforce Development  

State of Oklahoma 

900 N. Stiles Avenue | Oklahoma City, OK 73104, USA | 405.815.5347 | Scott.Mueller@OKcommerce.gov | OKcommerce.gov 

October 19, 2021 
 
Economic Development Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW  
Washington, DC 20230 
 
RE: Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility (TRAM) Proposal - (EDA) Build Back Better Regional Challenge  
 
 
Dear Economic Development Administration: 
 
On behalf of the State of Oklahoma, we are excited to partner with INCOG, The Tulsa Authority for Economic Opportunity, 
Tulsa Innovation Labs, and the Tulsa Regional Chamber in support of the Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility (TRAM) cluster 
proposal. If funded, this series of projects will cement the Tulsa Region’s place as a hub of the Advanced Mobility industry 
thereby creating good-paying, inclusive jobs and building a more diverse and resilient economy across Northeast Oklahoma.  
 
I serve as the Secretary of Commerce and Workforce Development for the state of Oklahoma. Our job is to bring 
employment, investment, and economic prosperity to the state by partnering with companies, universities, not-for-profit 
organizations, and government leaders.  
 
The State of Oklahoma is home to considerable workforce assets in both the aerospace and manufacturing industries, 
research assets in unmanned systems and advanced materials, and geographic assets that no other community can 
duplicate. We strongly support this coalition’s proposal to tie together our state’s long-standing expertise across the 
aerospace and manufacturing sectors with new, innovative research, development, and commercialization to catalyze 
growth in a right-to-win industry like Advanced Mobility.  
 
I can attest to this coalition’s commitment to their community and creating economic prosperity for the residents of 
Northeast Oklahoma, and I am pleased to support the Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility program, which will advance our 
shared goals of attracting investment and creating jobs in our state. In closing, I would like to reiterate my enthusiasm and 
strong support for this proposal.  
 
I look forward to continuing and deepening our collaboration with these stakeholders, and I welcome any questions from 
reviewers that may help this proposal’s success.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Scott Mueller  
Oklahoma Department of Commerce  
Secretary of Commerce and Workforce Development 



 

New York | Atlanta | Dallas | Los Angeles | Raleigh | Washington DC 

 
 
 
 
 

October 14, 2021 

 

 

Re: Letter in Support of Tulsa Authority for Economic Opportunity (TAEO)’s BBB Challenge Application 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

My name is Cary Hirschstein and I’m a Partner at HR&A Advisors, Inc. (HR&A). HR&A is a real estate, 

economic development, and public policy consulting firm working nationally for clients in the public, private, 

and non-profit sectors. For the past 18 months, I have led a team from HR&A that has been working closely 

with the City of Tulsa’s economic and community development team to help re-position the City’s approach 

to economic and community development to focus on racial equity and shared prosperity as core objectives.  

In our first phase of work in 2020, we assisted the City in developing a comprehensive strategy to enhance 

the City’s community and economic development service delivery systems. The primary objective of this 

strategy was to shape a sustainable new organizational structure that will have maximum impact on reducing 

inequities in outcomes for Tulsa residents, particularly along racial, ethnic, and geographic lines, while also 

enhancing Tulsa's economic competitiveness. Through this process, the City decided to take the bold step to 

consolidate aspects of seven existing economic and community development entities – including City 

departments, authorities, and commissions – into a new independent economic and community development 

authority that can more effectively leverage resources to achieve the City’s objectives – the Tulsa Authority 

for Economic Opportunity (TAEO).  

During our collaboration with the City’s team to stand up TAEO, which has continued into 2021 as we co-

develop TAEO’s first three-year strategic plan, we have found the City’s (and now TAEO’s) staff to be 

extraordinarily committed to their mission as stewards of the City’s economic and community development 

resources. TAEO is governed by a diverse board of trustees consisting of 13 residents that bring expertise, 

passion, and dedication to fulfilling TAEO’s mission. Guided by its forward-thinking board and staff, TAEO 

institutionalizes the City’s commitment to fostering racial equity and shared prosperity within the economic 

development ecosystem. TAEO’s staff and board consistently ask our team to push them, stretching the 

organization’s programming and operations to create new pathways towards economic opportunity for 

Tulsans historically excluded from the city’s growth and prosperity. TAEO is doing innovative work, setting a 

new standard for municipal economic and community development, one that stretches beyond traditional 

metrics of jobs created and dollars of new investment attracted to focus on providing resources that enable 

Tulsa’s residents and families to build fulfilling and purposeful lives. With an ambitious yet achievable charge 

and program – encompassing areas as diverse as affordable housing, economic incentives, small business 

support, and workforce development – TAEO has a lot of work to do, and deserves strong consideration for 

this funding. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Cary Hirschstein 

Partner 

HR&A Advisors, Inc.  



 
OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY 

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

Office of the President 

1801 E. 4th St. 
Okmulgee, OK 74447 

o I 918.293.5256 

F I 918.293.4644 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 29, 2021 

 
 

RE: Tulsa Regional Chamber (EDA) Build Back Better 

Regional Challenge Proposal -Advanced Mobility 

 
Dear Economic Development Administration: 

 
Oklahoma State University Institute of Technology-Okmulgee (OSUIT) supports the Tulsa 

Regional Advanced Mobility (TRAM) cluster proposal for funding through the Build Back 

Better Regional Challenge. Specifically, we are excited about the proposed AM-oriented 

certification and training project. 

 

As an education leader in the region, OSUIT is proud to provide a piece of the solution in 

getting our community educated. With the addition of the upskilling, certification and training 

programs, our workforce will be able to adeptly shift its abilities to fill a much-needed talent 

and workforce gap across our industry and region. 

 

This program will lead to continued individual growth opportunities and a stronger overall 

economy within the northeast Oklahoma region, especially as we position ourselves for long-

term vitality. In order to create new opportunities for our community members, we need to 

ensure the education pipeline is not only effective but accessible to all.  

 

We’ve seen firsthand how the members of this coalition work collaboratively to increase 

economic prosperity across the region, and we welcome the opportunity for this coal ition to 

grow the industry with the support of this grant. We support this application because we live in 

this community, educate in this community and innovate in this community. We look forward 

to hearing of this proposal’s success. 

 

 





t)ryo\ \A
October 15,2021

RE: Tulsa Regional Chamber (EDA) Build Back Better Regional Challenge Proposal -
Advanced Mobility

Dear Economic Development Administration:

Lyseon North America Inc. supports the Tulsa Regional Chamber's grant application for
funding through the Build Back Better Regional Challenge. The proposed projects will assist
in the creation of research and testing facilities, infrastructure improvements and drive
commercialization in our industry. The upskilling, certification and training programs will help
filla much-needed talent and workforce gap across our industry and region.

This will lead to continued growth and innovation within existing industry while creating new
opportunities for firms like Lyseon North America Inc. to expand with new, emerging
technology. The proposed projects will aid in northeast Oklahoma's economic recovery and
will position the region for long-term vitality.

We've seen firsthand how the Tulsa Regional Chamber works collaboratively to increase
economic prosperity across the region, and we welcome the opportunity for the Chamber to
grow the industry with the support of this grant. We support this application because we live
in this community, hire in this community and innovate in this community. We look forward
to hearing ofthis proposal's success.

Sincerely,

Suzuki
Director

Lyseon North America Inc.
1110 West Tenkiller Rd, Catoosa, OK, 74015, USA

-*-t-t-
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Monday, October 18, 2021 

RE: Tulsa Regional Chamber of Commerce, Support for Tulsa Regional Application to the Build Back Better 
Regional Challenge 

Dear Economic Development Administration: 

It is with pleasure that I write to express commitment – on behalf of the Tulsa Regional Chamber of 
Commerce – for the accompanying application to the Build Back Better Regional Challenge, which outlines 
our collective vision for establishing an Advanced Mobility Cluster in the Tulsa region.  While aspirational 
in nature, this cluster builds upon decades of deep industry knowledge and expertise in aerospace and 
manufacturing – and the public investments which have allowed major employer partners like Navistar, 
Spirit AeroSystems, L3Harris, and American Airlines to not only thrive, but grow world-class operations 
here in Tulsa.  

While many cities and regions will claim to have the support of major employer partners for this Challenge 
– and nearly all are likely to have spent the past three months working to foster deeper relationships for 

the sake of this application – Tulsa undoubtedly stands head-and-shoulders above others as a result of 
decades of proven public-private partnerships. Since the 1940s, Tulsa has invested in major public assets 

which are now home to the operations of the corporate partners noted above. Over the past three years 

alone, these employers have announced nearly $750 million in planned investments in their Tulsa 

operations – all located in publicly owned facilities, and supported by major public co-investments – and 

the retention and addition of nearly 2,000 jobs.

These investments are the direct result of the ongoing cooperative relationships maintained between the 
City, key regional partners like INCOG and the Tulsa Regional Chamber, the State of Oklahoma, and our 
largest employers. In short, we come to this Challenge not with a need to identify or develop relationships 
with the industry partners that will define and accelerate our Advanced Mobility Cluster, but with deep 
and genuine partnerships that form a strong foundation for our proposed investments in innovation 
infrastructure.  

The Tulsa Regional Chamber, in its capacity of representing 2,150+ member organizations and 178,000+ 
workers, has developed and delivered a wide range of programs for the benefit of Tulsa-area businesses 
(e.g., the Tulsa’s Future partnership that has supported the creation of 14,000+ jobs and $1.1 billion+ in 
capital investment). The Chamber is excited to shape the TRAM Corridor and play a key role in execution 
of the proposed projects, ensuring access to industry expertise for the AM-Oriented Certification and 
Training Programs, driving partnerships with innovation leaders for the Flight Corridor and Launchpad 



 

Williams Center Tower |  •One West Third Street, Suite 100 • Tulsa, OK 74103 • www.TulsaChamber.com • 918.585.1201 

Research and Technology Center, and leveraging its network to attract investments to the AM-focused 
Industrial Parks. 
 
As demonstration of the Chamber’s commitment to this proposal, we intend to stand up an Advanced 
Mobility Council to ensure representation across major corporate partners and drive opportunities for the 
industry to inform and guide the economic development strategy. The effort will  build upon our 
experience in managing a regional Aerospace Council as well as a regional Manufacturer’s Council. The 
Chamber is also committed to exploring avenues to maximize the sustainability of the cluster, including 
identification of the TRAM corridor as a core component of the Tulsa’s Future 5-year strategic plan, and 
transparent tracking of economic impact via regional convenings and quarterly reports.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mike Neal 
President/CEO 
Tulsa Regional Chamber 
1 W. 3rd St., Suite 100 
Tulsa, OK 74103 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
October 18, 2021 
 
 
To the Economic Development Administration: 
 
Skydweller Aero is a U.S.-Spanish aerospace company developing the world’s first commercially 
viable solar-powered unmanned aerial vehicle.  Having closed the solar cycle, our aircraft can fly 
for days on end providing unprecedented capability for defense, surveillance, geospatial 
mapping, telecommunications, and emergency services. As a cutting-edge aerospace company 
headquartered in Oklahoma, we are excited to support the Tulsa Regional Advanced Mobility 
(TRAM) cluster proposal under the American Rescue Plan Act Build Back Better Regional 
Challenge.  
 
The TRAM cluster proposal provides a vision for developing a cohesive ecosystem that enables 
companies developing advanced mobility technologies like ours to launch and thrive. The 
LaunchPad Research and Technology center will provide the technical and entrepreneurial 
foundation required to support growth of the advanced mobility industry in Oklahoma, while the 
Flight Corridor project will create infrastructure critical for testing of advanced aerial mobility 
solutions.  Development of this sector of the economy requires a modern technically savvy 
workforce, and the AM-Oriented Certification and Training programs will deliver that.  Together, 
these projects are key elements to developing and growing the advanced mobility industry in 
Oklahoma as these projects help ensure companies have the tools needed to succeed. 
 
As a high-growth company in the advanced mobility industry, Skydweller is excited about 
partnering with this coalition to raise the bar of excellence in our industry even higher here in 
Oklahoma. I whole-heartedly support the vision behind and projects included in the TRAM cluster 
proposal. We have full confidence that this coalition will execute this strategic vision, and we look 
forward to seeing this initiative thrive. 
 
Sincerely, 

  
Dr. Robert H. Miller 
CEO Skydweller Aero 
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